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World Donkey Day is observed in many countries on 8 
May each year. This is an opportunity to reflect on the 
vital role played through the ages – and even today – 
by these hard-working, humble servants of mankind.   
Donkeys still serve as the survival mechanism in many 
communities, providing transport of people, goods 

and essential supplies, as well as enabling a source of 
income for their owners.   
Still considered to be of little worth by many, donkeys 
deserve respect and attention as much as any 
production animal or highly bred sport animal.   
Let us always speak up on their behalf.

World Donkey Day – 8 May

Bookmark our June BOOK BONANZA

Two great weeks for book lovers!
Thursday 15 to Sunday 18 June

and
Thursday 22 to Sunday 25 June

A wide variety of books will be on sale: Fiction, non-fiction, books for cooks, 
Afrikaans, children, health, spiritual, collectors’ items and more.

Brand new and pristine second-hand books
• Fresh stock every day

• Low prices and special bargains
• Discounts on purchases of 10 or more books

at Eseltjiesrus Donkey Sanctuary from 10am to 4pm

Spoil yourself  

with books, visit the 

donkeys, browse our 

Donkey Shop and enjoy 

light refreshments in our 

Coffee Shop.

mailto:info@donkeysanctuary.co.za


Behind the scenes:

AT YOUR SANCTUARY

Connecting with our visitors
We took part in a pilot presentation of the Wine Walk offered 
by our neighbours, Fossil Hills. Eseltjiesrus hosted the group 
of walkers to lunch and a visit to the donkeys on the last day 
of their Wine Walk. 

The crew from Bakgat TV visited the Sanctuary for a film 
shoot and presented us with a wonderful array of donated 
items for site work. Many thanks to them and to the sponsors 
of the donated items.

The Borgward Isabella Club from Cape Town came on a 
Sunday outing to show their beautifully preserved cars and 
enjoy lunch and a donkey interaction. Locals admired the 
vehicles and had many questions to ask.

A sprightly group from Fish Hoek, the Association of Retired 
People and Pensioners, had a leisurely visit to the Sanctuary 
for lunch, an information talk and donkey-time in the fields.

We welcome groups and offer a specially selected menu to suit 
their needs, as well as an information talk, literature to take 

home and a visit to the donkeys. Contact  
visitors@donkeysanctuary.co.za to chat to Leonard. 

Our donkeys have come through the summer in good health, 
enjoying the grazing which we managed to sustain with 
intensive irrigation. 

A few donkeys had hoof abscesses which our Donkey Care 
staff and our farrier, Michael Mangali, treated successfully. 
Some eye infections also occurred and were complicated by 
the presence of irritating flies, despite all our measures of 
control: regular removal of manure, fly traps, fly repellent and 
fly masks on some donkeys. If anyone knows of a fool-proof 
anti-fly measure – please tell us! 

Deworming medication was given, but only to those who 
needed it, in accordance with best practice. Our dental 
technician, Roann Bruyns, attended to a few donkeys who 
needed sedation for the procedure, which was supplied by our 
vet Dr Helen Tiffin. 

The rehabilitation of our grazing, made possible by a donation 
from Climb4Hope, is paying dividends and the donkeys’ time 
on new kikuyu has to be limited to prevent over-indulgence 
which could lead to laminitis. Our hay storage spaces are 
pleasingly full in preparation for the winter season when baled 
feed is virtually unobtainable and prices rocket.

We welcome Johann Aucamp to 
our staff as Maintenance Officer. 
Johann has built up strong working 
relationships with the site staff and 
we appreciate his attention to detail 
and willingness to “get stuck in”. 

Dowe Dolla having her teeth attended to by Roann Bruyns.

Eseltjiesrus offers a 24-hour helpline for queries about donkeys, their care and welfare. We deal with requests for homes 
for donkeys, donkeys needed as companions for other donkeys, donkeys noticed in less than ideal circumstances, and 
management and health matters. We don’t have all the answers but provide a sympathetic ear, investigate and try to help, 
and refer people to the right resources where appropriate. All for the love of donkeys!

Group visits are popular. If you book we can organise a 
special lunch menu, seating & guiding arrangements.

A full profile about 
Johann Aucamp will 

appear in the next  
Lang-Oor Nuus.



Het jy geweet?  
Donkies en perde rol graag in sanderige kolle, om van oppervlakkige parasiete ontslae te raak en enige gejeuk 
aan te spreek. Nadat klaar gerol is, sal ŉ perd opstaan en sy hele lyf skud, terwyl ŉ donkie slegs sy kop skud.

As a registered welfare organization we comply with 
all governance stipulations. Our members are our 
adopters, donors and volunteers and they hold the 
Eseltjiesrus Board accountable for what happens at 
our Sanctuary.  
 
You will have the opportunity to examine the past year’s 
activities at our AGM on 16 August 2023. Attendance will 
be via Zoom or email.  
 
More news about this event will follow and you can 
contact admin@donkeysanctuary.co.za for further 
information. 

Eseltjiesrus initiated this project in 2017  
to improve the communication about donkey  
welfare in Africa. Newsletters are published every  
two months and back issues are available at  
www.donkeysforafrica.org which also includes a reference 
library and a Harness Help section.  

The newsletters provide a good overview of the dire need 
for communication about donkey welfare on the continent. 
Information about conferences, seminars and workshops, 
common challenges and successes are shared. Networking 
between organisations provides encouragement and moral 
support in the daunting task of improving the lives of donkeys 
in Africa.  
DfA has recently been invited to join the Donkey Network, 
set up by The Donkey Sanctuary (UK), to participate in the 
communication about the global donkey skins trade.  
If you know of an animal welfare organisation interested 
in receiving information from DfA, or you would like to 
subscribe, please email contact@donkeysforafrica.org

       Please diarise   
          our Annual  
            General  
           Meeting (AGM)  
           for Wednesday    
         16 August 2023 

As from 1 March 2023 SARS 
has changed the information 
that we are required to put into 
a section 18A tax certificate. 

If you wish to receive tax 
certificates for future adoptions, 
renewals or donations please 
complete the form attached at the 
end of this newsletter and send it 
to adopt@donkeysanctuary.co.za   
The form is also available on 
the home page of our website at 
www.donkeysanctuary.co.za 
Thank you – your help now will expedite the issuing of 
tax certificates next year.

Important notice about  
your tax certificates

Newsletters about donkey 
welfare reach over 3 000 

subscribers, many of them 
animal welfare and veterinary 

training organisations.

Donkeys for Africa (DfA)

We are delighted to again present our One Health, One Welfare 
workshops in the Eastern Cape during May: in Makhanda 
(Grahamstown) on Tuesday 16 May 2023 and in Walmer, 
Gqeberha (Port Elizabeth) on Thursday 18 May 2023.

The workshops are open to veterinary professionals, animal 
welfare workers and all people concerned about animal 
welfare. Full attendance earns registered professionals three 
CPD points with the SA Veterinary Council. 

We will present more of these workshops in the second half 
of 2023. Please contact us if you are interested, or can offer 
suggestions of 
suitable areas of 
South Africa where 
donkeys will benefit.

Workshops in the Eastern Cape
The Eseltjiesrus team will be presenting two Animal 
Welfare workshops in the Eastern Cape as part of its 
outreach strategy.

Publicity 
material for the 

events was widely 
distributed.



BANK DETAILS: Eseltjiesrus Donkey Sanctuary • Standard Bank • Branch Code 050413 • Savings Account: 288244419 
You can also pay by SnapScan or Zapper (see the codes above). Donations, adoptions, renewal of adoptions and wine orders can 

be made via our website at www.donkeysanctuary.co.za through PayFast which accepts Credit/debit cards and instant EFTs.  
Please identify your deposits so that we can thank you, record your details and issue Section 18A tax certificates. 

Ons skakel graag met u in Afrikaans.   

You will hear from us again:  
Donkey reports were sent to all our adopters during March. 
Section 18A tax certificates are sent in May. Please let us 
know if you miss out on any of these or if your details 
differ from the information printed on the tax certificate. 

You will hear from us again: the next Lang-Oor Nuus is 
due in August and new donkey reports in September. 
Let us know of any changes in your contact details, and of 
any friends who would like to receive our newsletters.  

We welcome visitors from Thursdays to Sundays between 
10am and 4pm. Our Coffee Shop, Donkey Shop and book 
sales operate at these same times. Please let us know in 
advance if your group numbers more than five people. 
Dogs on leads are very welcome.  

Please let us know of any changes in your contact details, 
and inform us of friends who would like to receive 
our newsletters. Where possible we request that postal 
communications change to email, but we will post 
information if that is what you prefer.

We accept PayFast (via our website)  
Zapper & Snapscan  
along with traditional EFT, card and cash payments.

Find us on Google Maps

Call: +27 (0)23 625 1593 

View our YouTube channel: 
www.youtube.com/channel/UCRseHdhyztM6nOLSThl--hw

Instagram: www.instagram.com/eseltjiesrusdonkeysanctuary

You can now obtain your 
My Planet card directly by 
using this QR code.   
Eseltjiesrus will then 
receive a percentage of 
your shopping spend at 
participating dealers (many 
more than just Woolworths) 
and it doesn’t cost you a cent.   
This initiative provides the 
Sanctuary with a monthly 
contribution, which we use 
for feed, so please remember 
to use your card. 

Help us with your MyPlanet card

Visit our website to securely donate, adopt a donkey or purchase 
our wine. Find out more about donkeys, download the Section 18A 
Tax requirements or use it to contact us:

Email: info@donkeysanctuary.co.za 
www.donkeysanctuary.co.za

Facebook: www.facebook.com/eseltjiesrus-donkey-sanctuary

You can help us to help donkeys by:  
DONATING • ADOPTING • VISITING & BUYING OUR 
BOOKS, OUR GIFTS & OUR WINE • VOLUNTEERING  

• PUTTING A DONKEY IN YOUR WILL

Sports fundraising
Eseltjiesrus benefitted from individual campaigns run by 
six cyclists who rode in the Cape Town Cycle Tour. The 
magnificent amount of over R35,000 was raised and in 
the process many of their supporters became aware of the 
Sanctuary and our work. 

Our heart-felt appreciation to everyone who pedalled hard, 
to those who generously contributed, and also to our Board 
member Carole for making this happen.  

If you are taking part in a sports or similar event, why not 
create a GivenGain campaign and invite your friends and 
fellow participants to encourage you and at the same time 
support us by making a donation? We will help you set up 
and publicise your campaign. 
 
Contact info@donkeysanctuary.co.za and share your ideas 
about sports related funding activities for the donkeys.

http://www.donkeysanctuary.co.za

