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McGregor famously lies on a ‘road to nowhere’ with only one 
road linking the village and the nearest town of Robertson. 

Access to McGregor was cut off when a bridge was swept 
away by the floods during the Heritage Day long weekend. 
Some families lost all their possessions and their homes. The 
village was without petrol, cash in the ATMs and basic food 
supplies. Gift of the Givers stepped in to help.  
Later an alternative access became available: a long, tortuous 
gravel road with flooded causeways, suitable only for high-
clearance vehicles, until a local farmer allowed use of a detour 
through his farm. 

The bridge was repaired after three weeks and life has returned 
to normal.  
Our Sanctuary property lies on a gentle slope and is well 
drained. We measured 100mm rain in 24 hours.  Fortunately 
there was no damage to structures or grazing.  The only 
effect on the donkeys was that for the duration of the rain 
they weren’t keen on going out to graze but we fed slightly 
increased rations inside the shelters.

Thank you to everyone who enquired and was concerned. 
Fortunately we were not too badly affected by the flooding 
at Eseltjiesrus.

Thank you for thinking about us - floods carried away a bridge, leaving us isolated.

In January a thin, badly neglected white donkey was spotted 
abandoned next to a road in Philippi, Cape Town. Animal 
Welfare Society SA was alerted and fetched the donkey. Cart 
Horse Protection Association provided farriery and other care 
guidelines. 

After a period in a temporary foster home Bobby was signed 
over to Eseltjiesrus and has come to live out his days at the 

Sanctuary, with donkey friends, shelter, correct food and 
everything his big heart can desire. 

Pulling Bobby back from the brink of disaster took a 
proverbial ‘animal welfare village’ and we thank all the parties 
who contributed towards his recovery and permanent 
retirement.

Bobby finds his forever home with us

Inset: Bobby was rescued by 
Animal Welfare Society SA at 

the side of the road. 

Animal Welfare agencies work together to help abandoned donkey

Day One at his forever home, already making friends with Sonop.
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Het jy geweet?  
Daar is tans 30 donkies en een muil in ons sorg by Eseltjiesrus.  

Ons het oor die jare 52 donkies ingeneem en ŉ verdere vyf suksesvol in pleegsorg geplaas. 

The holiday season can develop into a nightmare with traffic 
snarls, human snarls and feelings of desperation at trying to 
find suitable tokens of appreciation for family and friends.

We offer a tranquil environment, zero traffic problems, 
and a calm space in our Visitor Centre. Here you can enjoy 
refreshments from our Coffee Shop while browsing through 
our amazing selection of books and gifts from Eseltjiesrus that 
raise awareness, signify your compassion for donkeys - and 
are reasonably priced. There is something for everyone, from 
the newest addition to the family (our Dream Donkeys) to 
grandparents (artwork, headgear or wine). You’ve got to love 
our limited edition, beautifully crafted Eseltjiesrus Airlines 
little planes!

Can’t visit our Gift Shop?  
Contact visitors@donkeysanctuary.co.za  to discuss virtual 
shopping possibilities.

Gifts with a noble purpose

Gifts for children
We have special opportunities for early Christmas shopping – 
and have ideal gifts for children of all ages. Children’s books 
have become works of art: tactile, musical, stimulating the 
senses and as enjoyable for the adult as the young participant. 

We offer an amazing selection of brand new children’s books 
in English at hugely discounted prices, at the Visitor Centre at 
the Sanctuary, from Thursday 9 November until Christmas. 
Come and spoil yourself as much as you will spoil your little 
one. We guarantee you will not be disappointed. 

Feel-good Festive Season gift-buying at Eseltjiesrus The perfect gift  
- for family and friends far away 

ADOPT A DONKEY: 
the gift that earns you tax relief! 
You choose the amount you want to contribute, either 
once-off or monthly, and decide which donkey tugs at your 
heartstrings at www.donkeysanctuary.co.za/how-you-can-help  

Then sit back and relax while your gift is professionally 
produced according to your preferences. You as well as the 
recipient will get news from the Sanctuary throughout the 
year, twice-yearly reports on how your donkey is doing, and 
of course your chosen donkey will love to meet you. A caring 
gift with a difference.

For the donkey collector
Mad about donkeys? Already an adopter and want 
reminders of your long-eared friend?
We have a wide range of donkey-themed gifts and 
personalised items such as fridge magnets and keyrings  
with your donkey’s name on.



The annual Climb4Hope 
fundraiser will take 
place on Saturday 11 
November, hosted at De 
Bos in Montagu. Lots 
of fun and great prizes - 
anyone can enter! 

Come and walk, 
hike or climb safely 
in magnificent 
surroundings while 
supporting three 
charities. This year 
the goal is R200k and 
Eseltjiesrus is one of 
the beneficiaries of this 
event. 

https://climb4hopesa.co.za 
will let you register to 
secure your T-shirt and 
goodie bag. 

If you are not able to be 
there, please consider 
donating. Every little 
bit helps. Go to the 
link above and click 
through to “DONATE”.  

Our donkeys will cheer 
you on every step of 
the way.

Sporting opportunities
Have you thought of using your favourite sporting activities to promote the awareness of donkey welfare? 

We are delighted to partner with our neighbours Fossil Hills 
in their popular Wine Walks. These four-day outings cover 
interesting local attractions and include a lunch and donkey 
visit at Eseltjiesrus. Visit www.fossilhills.co.za for full 
information and available dates 
and make your booking now. 
“At the end of the day, your feet 
should be dirty, your hair messy, 
and your eyes sparkling!”

Climb4Hope

We want to increase our presence at the Cape Town Cycle Tour which will be held 
on Sunday, 10 March 2024 and invite all cyclists and their supporters to pedal with 
a purpose, for the donkeys. 
Any other sporting activities, or even informal challenges, can be linked to our 
Eseltjiesrus campaigns. Contact info@donkeysanctuary.co.za and we will assist you 
in promoting your energetic efforts.

Cape Town Cycle Tour

Fossil Hills Wine Walks



BANK DETAILS: Eseltjiesrus Donkey Sanctuary • Standard Bank • Branch Code 050413 • Savings Account: 288244419 
You can also pay by SnapScan or Zapper (see the codes above). Donations, adoptions, renewal of adoptions and wine orders 

can be made via our website at www.donkeysanctuary.co.za through PayFast which accepts credit/debit cards and instant EFTs.  
Please identify your deposits so that we can thank you, record your details and issue Section 18A tax certificates. 

You will hear from us again:  
The next Lang-Oor Nuus will reach you in February 2024.
We wish each and every one of you a safe, blessed and 
happy holiday season. May the new year overflow 
with good fortune for you and your loved ones. 
Mag die feestyd gelukkig en veilig verloop en 
mag 2024 volop vreugde bring.

Holiday season visiting times
We will be open to visitors as usual from 
Thursdays to Sundays from 10am to 4pm.
The only exceptions will be slightly earlier closing on 24 
December and 31 December, to enable our staff to relax 
with their loved ones.
• 16 December OPEN
• 24 December OPEN until 3pm.
• 25 and 26 December CLOSED.  
• 31 December OPEN until 3pm. 
• 1 January 2024 CLOSED.

Please let us know of any changes in your contact details, 
and inform us of friends who would like to receive 
our newsletters. Where possible we request that postal 
communications change to email, but we will post 
information if that is what you prefer.

We welcome group visits of all ages and will tailor the 
visit and refreshments to the specific needs of your group. 
Eseltjiesrus is a perfect venue for meetings of committees, 
special outings or school visits. Why not celebrate your 
next birthday with us? Contact Leonard on 023 6251 801 
or email visitors@donkeysanctuary.co.za 

We accept PayFast (via our website)  
Zapper & Snapscan  
along with traditional EFT, card and cash payments.

Find us on Google Maps

Call: +27 (0)23 625 1593 

View our YouTube channel: 
www.youtube.com/channel/UCRseHdhyztM6nOLSThl--hw

Instagram: www.instagram.com/eseltjiesrusdonkeysanctuary

Visit our website to securely donate, adopt a donkey or purchase 
our wine. Find out more about donkeys and use it to contact us:

Email: info@donkeysanctuary.co.za 
www.donkeysanctuary.co.za

Facebook: www.facebook.com/eseltjiesrus-donkey-sanctuary

You can help us to help donkeys by:  
DONATING • ADOPTING • VISITING & BUYING OUR 
BOOKS, OUR GIFTS & OUR WINE • VOLUNTEERING  

• PUTTING A DONKEY IN YOUR WILL

Ons skakel graag met u in Afrikaans.   

Growing in influence
             After 16 years we are poised to expand our activities  
           and impact on donkey welfare. Consequently we are 
seeking to appoint an Executive Manager. The position will be 
based in McGregor.  Closing date for applications is Tuesday 
14 November 2023. For further information please contact 
melissa@actionappointments.co.za 

Our Annual General Meeting on 16 August was well attended 
and presented a concise picture of the Sanctuary’s activities of 
the last year. The minutes of the meeting will be available on 
our website shortly. Contact admin@donkeysanctuary.co.za if 
you would like a copy of our 2023 Annual Review.

2023 AGM

TALKING ABOUT DONKEYS
We presented a talk on donkey welfare 
and our work to the residents of 
Helderberg Village in Somerset West. The 
venue, refreshments, interest and support 
were all first-class! Contact us if we can 
come to speak to your organisation.

The concert by the Cape Town 
Philharmonic Orchestra in Robertson 
on 8 October was a resounding success. 
Music for Everyone certainly met 
and surpassed all expectations and the 
audience of more than 750 people gave 
several standing ovations.  
Comments included: “You have created a lasting gift to the 
Robertson area community which will be remembered for a 
long time to come, and I hope the Donkey Sanctuary will be 
ever more present in their minds as a result of this wonderful 
event” and “When they played Cavalleria Rusticana I wept – 
it is my mother’s favourite piece”. 

Concert a resounding success

Children learning about donkeys

McGregor Primary School Grade 1 learners visited us to learn 
about donkeys and animal care. This visit was a joint project 
with McGregor Police who taught the children about personal 
safety at home.  
The McGregor Waldorf School Grade R class also came to 
spend a morning with the donkeys to learn about animal care 
and about giving back to the community.

Involving the youth in animal welfare is essential for our future.

http://www.donkeysanctuary.co.za

