LANG-OOR NUUS

Eseltjiesrus Donkey Sanctuary

Newsletter #63, November 2022 - January 2023

Happy donkeys everywhere

We strive to give each f
donkey at the Sanctuary a
stress-free environment.
This involves making sure
that they are happy in their
groups.

Our fields are currently fully
occupied with the main

herd of 19 alternating in

the larger fields. Our mule,
Duke, two groups of ‘oldies’,
a family of three rescued
from Swellendam and the
‘Barrydale’ group are then all
in separate fields.

Herd dynamics are

respected and we make

sure that everyone co-exists
peacefully. The older donkeys
don’t want to be bothered by
youngsters cavorting around,
and more dominant donkeys
need to be accepted by their
herd companions.
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Festive Season open times:
We will be open as usual
from Thursdays to Sundays.
This includes Friday 16th
December.

We will close a bit earlier on
24th and 31st December, at
3pm.

We will be closed on
Christmas Day, Sunday 25th
December and on Sunday 1st
January.

Please plan your visits —

we would love to see you
relaxing in our peaceful
surroundings after the hurly-
burly of festive activities.

Left: “Is this all for me?”
Niggie seems to ask, tucking
into the supplementary barley
straw bales that are put out
on occasion for treats.

v

Gift a donkey adoption this Festive Season

The caring present that keeps on giving while supporting our work

The Festive Season offers the perfect opportunity to show

your love for family, friends - and donkeys. Let your gifts be
unique, meaningful and long-lasting. Adopting a donkey as a
gift meets all these criteria, and is the simplest, most stress-free
way of completing your seasonal shopping from the comfort of
your home.

We recently placed a discounted advert in Lalasini magazine.
The December issue will feature an article about Eseltjiesrus.
Read this online magazine at www.lalasini.co.za

You decide how much you want
to contribute — plus you receive a
tax certificate, making it a wise
purchase.

Choose the donkey that tugs at

your heart-strings or that will fit

perfectly with your loved one. You can call us

at +27 (0)23 625-1593 or go to:
www.donkeysanctuary.co.za/how-you-can-help/, complete the
adoption form and we do the rest. You and the gift recipient
receive a personalised adoption certificate, photo and history
of the chosen donkey as well as six-monthly reports and our
quarterly newsletters. Many adopters choose their donkey
when they visit the Sanctuary and our Guides will be happy to
assist you.

Your gift lasts all year and you share in the delight and
progress of your donkey while supporting our work.

Promoting the welfare and status of donkeys through a culture of caring
Email: info@donkeysanctuary.co.za * Tel: 023 625 1593 « Web: www.donkeysanctuary.co.za
Bank: Standard Bank, Savings # 288244419 e« Patron: David Kramer ¢« NPO: 056-575 « PBO: 930028734
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AT THE SANCTUARY

From Juanita: Donkey Care, Welfare and Farm Manager
Spring has arrived with our first few hot days and very joyful

Hee-Haws from all our resident donkeys. They are making full

use of their shelters, mostly built with the donations and funds
raised by our loyal supporters.

The respective herds keep us busy with their 2 — 3 hour
morning feed and Care session, removing manure, lunch feed
and 4pm feed and scrubbing the water troughs.

In between all that, we humans take care of anything from
bathing donkeys, checking on abnormal behaviours, making
up specially weighed feed bags to ensure that donkeys are not

over or under fed, farrier visits, eradicating weeds from the
grazing fields and so on.

At the end of winter we are running low on baled feed. Fresh
new bales are becoming available and we are sourcing our
next batch to fill our makeshift storage area. We need to build
a large, dedicated feed store in the near future.

With summer and plenty of holidays on the way we hope to
see most of our supporters again over the next four months -
the donkeys just love meeting their adopters and visitors.

The donkeys love their new daytime shade shelter which was recently completed in the main guiding field.
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Behind the scenes:

Our most experienced Guide, Biatrice Losch, has been at
Eseltjiesrus for five years. She also holds the position of
Administrative Assistant at the Visitor Centre.

Jamein Stevens and Emelisia Filander joined our staff in

and feeding.

When asked what the best thing is about working at EDS,
Biatrice replied “The interaction with the donkeys and
seeing our shy donkeys approach people who carry hurt.
Guiding doesn’t feel like work.”

The Guides are touched by the emotional reaction of
visitors when they hear the donkeys’ stories. Jamein
mentioned the satisfaction of ploughing back something
for the donkeys and visitors, such as seeing how the
donkeys reduce stress in people. Emelisia values the
appreciation shown by visitors.

Thank you, Guiding team — you play a vital part in our
‘Culture of Caring’.

September 2021. All three Guides assist with Donkey Care

Eseltjiesrus offers visitors a unique guided experience. Interaction by the donkeys is always voluntary
and our Guides are carefully selected and trained to ensure safe, memorable visits.
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FEmelisia Filander, Jamein Stevens and Biatrice Losch with
some of the tribe in the main shelter.
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Support us through sport

Climb for a cause, pedal with a purpose, run for a reason, swim to save donkeys...

Support the annual Climb4Hope event in Montagu on
Saturday 12th November, by walking, hiking or climbing,

or sponsor some prizes to gain valuable exposure for your
business. Eseltjiesrus is one of three beneficiaries of this
popular, superbly well-organized event. The funds received
last year were used to rehabilitate our fields. The donkeys are
very grateful and would love you to take part again, as their
grazing is not yet fully treated.

Visit https:/iclimb4hopesa.co.zal for details.

Are you a keen runner, cyclist, swimmer or do you exercise
just for fun? We invite you to create your own campaign

on our GivenGain platform, linked to an event such as the
Cape Town Cycle Tour or any road races or swim events, or
even create your own programme or event where friends can
encourage you by sponsoring you to benefit the donkeys.

The possibilities are endless: please contact us at
info@donkeysanctuary.co.za for ideas and assistance to create
your campaign, either in a team or as an individual.

Get festive at the Sanctuary

Visit our donkeys for some stress-free shopping, a delicious meal and a cuddle

At Eseltjiesrus you can buy Festive Season gifts for the whole ~ Special Book Sales
family, in tranquil surroundings with lovely garden areas and Never mind Black Friday: we give excellent value all year

our Coffee Shop to relax in, knowing that every purchase round. Special offers at the Sanctuary on the 17th — 20th
improves the lives of our rescued donkeys. We offer something November, the 8th — 11th December as well as the 15th — 18th
for every friend and family member from Grandpa to the December will make you smile.

newest addition. Books, books and more books, Eseltjiesrus
wines, clothing items, artwork, soft handmade toys and many  All books will be only R30, our white wines will be R55 per
stocking fillers. bottle and the Cab/Merlot R60 per bottle. Beer will go at R30
and there will be special meals that include a glass of wine or
Our donkey shop has a wide range of gifis, ~ grape juice, at our Coffee Shop.
from our locally made wooden key rings, to
original artwork and many cute toys.

Het jy geweet?
In Noord-Amerika is in die verre verlede klein muile geteel, spesifieck om ondergronds in myne te werk. Hulle is ondergronds
gestal en spesiale voer gegee met 'n ho€ Vitamiene D inhoud om die gebrek aan sonskyn te€ te werk.
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Successful 2022 AGM

Watch, like and subscribe Our AGM on 10th August was attended
Bookmark and listen to the heartfelt song composed and by 45 people via Zoom anfl e;mail, and
performed by David Kramer for Eseltjiesrus. David is our we thank everyone for their interest
patron and he wrote this song after a recent visit. and support. The minutes of the AGM

will be posted on our website after the
With sub-titles in English, the song celebrates donkeys and our  Ngvember meeting of the Board.

need to care for these gentle creatures. Please share this music

video widely and subscribe to our YouTube channel at: Our Annual Review is available at
www.youtube.com/channel/UCRseHdhyztMénOLSTh--hw https://donkeysanctuary.co.za/resources/review.pdf
Donkiehemel by David Kramer is at: Hard copies are also available. Please let us know if you

https://youtu.be/hIPVLD62Yfy  Would like some copies.

Happy holiday horses (& donkeys)

The Brooke has produced a short infographic
that can assist tourists in evaluating the
wellness of working animals, for example

in donkey cart rides. The guide is also

useful for animal welfare officers.
T vt e by o

donkeysforafrica.org or at: www.

donkeysforafrica.org/Resources/
MyPIanet turns 25 infographic-workingdonkeys.pdf

Please remember to use your

MyPlanet card when shopping.
Our Visitor Centre can issue you You will hear from us again:
with a card if you are new to this
charity drive. You can also scan The next Lang-Oor Nuus will be sent to you in
the QR code below to sign up. February 2023.
MyPlanet is running a promotion Please let us know of any changes in your contact details,
in November where Eseltjiesrus will and let us know of friends who would like to receive
receive an additional R10 for every our newsletters. Where possible we request that postal
new supporter. This is the ideal time communications change to email, please. The postal
to join this reward programme and service in McGregor is suspended and elsewhere can be
nominate us as a beneficiary. Thank unreliable. But we will always post information if that is
you to our supporters who already what you prefer.
have nominated us. Your shopping
feeds many furry tummies. We wish each and every one of you a blessed, safe and
happy Festive Season and may 2023 be filled with lovely
s N | surprises.
We accept PayFast (via our website) Net die mooiste toegewens vir al ons donkie-vriende vir
Zapper & Snapscan die Nuwe Jaar!
along with traditional EFT, card and cash payments.

Owns skakel grang met u in Afrikaans.

Find us on Google Maps

www.donkeysanctuary.co.za

Follow us on Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/Eseltjiesrus-Donkey-Sanctuary
Email us at info@donkeysanctuary.co.za
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BANK DETAILS: Eseltjiesrus Donkey Sanctuary  Standard Bank * Branch Code 050413 « Savings Account: 288244419
You can also pay by SnapScan or Zapper (see the codes above). Donations, adoptions, renewal of adoptions and wine orders can
be made via our website at www.donkeysanctuary.co.za through PayFast which accepts Credit/debit cards and instant EFTs.
Please identify your deposits so that we can thank you, record your details and issue Section 18A tax certificates.
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