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Many countries observe 
World Donkey Day to give 
recognition and pay respect 
to this much misunderstood, 
loyal and hard-working 
servant of mankind.

Communities in rural areas, 
and in towns and cities, still 
rely on donkeys to earn a 
living, whether transporting 
goods or people, building 
materials or refuse, water 
or food. 
There is a growing interest 
in donkey power too, as 
a remedy for carbon-fuel crises, pollution, compaction 
of soil by machinery, and technical and mechanical 
challenges.

The frightening reality of 
the donkey skins trade 
threatens not only the 
survival of the species but 
also the livelihoods of those 
dependent on them. The 
value of donkeys – alive 
rather than dead – needs 
to be recognized and 
protected at all levels of 
society: from law-makers to 
animal activists to owners.

On World Donkey Day 
Eseltjiesrus treated some 
of the veterinarians who 

have supported our donkeys to a lunch in our tranquil 
surroundings. We appreciate their compassion for these 
humble animals placed in our care.

We are delighted to present the song ‘Donkiehemel’ (Donkey Heaven) 
composed and performed by our patron David Kramer and gifted to the 
Sanctuary. This song and music video, with English subtitles, poignantly 
depicts the plight of working donkeys and the refuge offered by Eseltjiesrus.  

You can watch the music video at: https://youtu.be/hlPVLD62YfY

Come and satisfy your hunger for good 
reading material at affordable prices after 
a two-year Covid-induced drought.
There will also be a wide selection of books 
available at the Sanctuary, including on 
Sunday 19th June.  
Opportunity to buy at a discount
We are looking for volunteers.  
If you can help at the Book Fair in Robertson 
on 15th June (packing out), in 2-hour shifts 
during the sale days 16th to 18th or on 
Monday 20th (packing up) please contact us 
to arrange a convenient time slot. Volunteers 
get a special discount on all their purchases 
and you will also be helping the donkeys. If you can volunteer, please contact admin@donkeysanctuary.co.za

of course, at Eseltjiesrus, every day is donkey day...

Our Book Fair is back!

World Donkey Day celebrated on 8th May

The morning grooming sessions are always well attended.

A song for the donkeys at Eseltjiesrus

mailto:info@donkeysanctuary.co.za


Behind the scenes:

New arrivals

During March we welcomed Pepe, Pippin and Pedré from Swellendam. Their owners could no longer care for them 
and they were lucky enough to approach us when we had space to accommodate them. The little family is settling 
in in our Reception Field while we get to know them and they learn the routines of the Sanctuary. Pedré is the 
youngest at 15 years whilst her friends are in their twenties. 

None of us look forward to visiting the dentist 
but we know that the brief discomfort is worth 
the long-term benefits. The same applies to 
donkeys. 

Sadly, many donkeys will never know the benefit 
of having their teeth attended to. Because of the 
structure of the jaws and the fact that the teeth 
continuously erupt throughout the donkey’s life, 
patterns of wear can result in sharp edges and 

uneven ramps that hamper chewing and cause 
painful lacerations on the tongue and cheeks. Dental 
technicians are trained to identify these and treat the 
conditions, resulting in more comfortable mouths, 
improved chewing and thus also better utilization of 
feed. 

Rouann Bruyns visits our herd at regular intervals 
and the donkeys accept his skilful handling, with 
gratitude, we suspect.

Welcome to Pepe, Pippin and Pedré

Eeyore II having his remaining few teeth attended to by Rouann Bruyns.

Dental care is essential – especially for donkeys

At the Sanctuary:



 
Het jy geweet?

Donkies kan tot op ouderdom 25 jaar en langer, goeie lewenskwaliteit geniet indien hulle goed 
versorg word and aanpassings gemaak word om spesiale behoeftes in ag te neem. Werkende 
donkies wat swak versorg word, se lewensduur is slegs tussen 10 en 12 jaar. 

There is no minimum amount expected and 
the exposure is invaluable to us. 
Visit www.givengain.com/c/eseltjiesrus/ or ask us to 
help you set up your bespoke campaign. 

Recently our enthusiastic cyclists raised close to 
R17,000 through their campaigns for the Cape Town 
Cycle Tour – with huge admiration and thanks from 
all the donkeys.

Calling all our energetic supporters

Eseltjiesrus One Health Donkey Workshops Outreach:

IMAGE: SAVC

If you are interested in attending or collaborating, please contact info@donkeysanctuary.co.za

Our Welfare Assessment workshops are of interest 
to anyone concerned with animal welfare, not just 
regarding donkeys. 

Participants will learn an effective assessment tool for 
animal welfare and have time to network with fellow 
animal lovers. Full attendance at the free one-day 
workshop is accredited with three CPD points by the 
SA Veterinary Council.

We plan to present a workshop in the Tulbagh area 
late in July, and elsewhere in the country after that. 
Interested? Please contact us for details.

We can travel – let us know if you would like a 
workshop in your area. The practical session focuses 
on donkeys, so we do need some near the venue.

https://savc.org.za

where Veterinarians can earn Continuing Professional Development (CPD) points

Invite your friends to support you – and Eseltjiesrus – when you 
take part in a sports event, through a campaign on 



BANK DETAILS: Eseltjiesrus Donkey Sanctuary • Standard Bank • Branch Code 050413 • Savings Account: 288244419 
You can also pay by SnapScan or Zapper (see the codes above). Donations, adoptions, renewal of adoptions and wine orders can 

be made via our website at www.donkeysanctuary.co.za through PayFast which accepts Credit/debit cards and instant EFTs.  
Please identify your deposits so that we can thank you, record your details and issue Section 18A tax certificates. 

Ons skakel graag met u in Afrikaans.   

This card benefits us without 
it costing you anything. We 
are listed as beneficiary: 
Eseltjiesrus Donkey 
Sanctuary [11431]. We can 
also issue you with such a 
card at our Visitor Centre.

Remember to use your 
MyPlanet Card

You will hear from us again:  

www.facebook.com/Eseltjiesrus-Donkey-Sanctuary

www.donkeysanctuary.co.za  
Follow us on Facebook at: 

Email us at info@donkeysanctuary.co.za

Donkey reports were sent to all our adopters during 
March. Section 18A tax certificates are sent late in 
April. Please let us know if you miss out on any of 
these. You will hear from us again: the next Lang-
Oor Nuus is due in August.
Let us know of any changes in your contact details, 
and of any friends who would like to receive our 
newsletters. 

We accept PayFast (via our website)  
Zapper & Snapscan  
along with traditional EFT, card and cash payments.

Annual General Meeting: Wed 10th August 2022
As a registered welfare organization we comply with 
all governance stipulations. Our adopters, donors and 
volunteers are our members and hold the Eseltjiesrus 
Board accountable for all that happens within the ambit 
of the Sanctuary. You have the opportunity to examine 
the past year’s activities at our AGM on 10th August 
2022. Attendance is possible via Zoom or email. 
More information will follow.

We are open to visitors from Thursdays to Sundays from 
10am till 4pm. Please let us know in advance if your 
group numbers more than 5 people. Dogs on leads are 
very welcome. 
Support our Coffee Shop and enjoy our delicious 
platters and toasted sandwiches, the best ever 
milkshakes, cheesecake and tasty scones or muffins 
with homemade jam.
Kom besoek gerus ons donkie winkel vir pragtige 
aandenkings of verjaarsdag geskenke, en geniet ons 
beroemde Eseltjiesrus wyne en Saggy Stone Craft Bier. 

Find us on Google Maps

ESELTJIESRUS AGM

Come visit the donkeys  
and support our Coffee & Donkey Shop

Consider adopting a long-eared friend
Become part of our tribe and 
adopt one of our donkeys. 
Any amount is welcome and 
adoptions can be done via our 
website or email.

http://www.donkeysanctuary.co.za
https://www.donkeysanctuary.co.za

