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Denise’s donkeys:

Sebastian, Bakore, Granny and Ebony retire at Eseltjiesrus

A decade ago Carel and Denise Strydom took two pregnant ill and passed on in February, but with the knowledge that

jennies into their care at their home in Barrydale. In due her beloved donkeys were for-ever safe with us. Denise’s
course two foals were born and the little family of four friends donated generously towards the costs of relocating the
flourished, with devoted attention from Carel and Denise, who  donkeys, as their acknowledgement of a great lady: loving,
were dedicated Donkey Ambassadors, supported Eseltjiesrus funny and warm-hearted.

and raised awareness about donkey welfare. Rest in peace, Denise and condolences to Carel.

We promised that Eseltjiesrus would take their donkeys if Granny, Bakore, Sebastian and Ebony have settled well into
they became unable to care for them — never knowing that the Sanctuary routine and we have kept them as a separate

this would happen so soon. Denise recently became critically family group.

Welcome to Eseltjiesrus for Denise’s donkeys.
The new residents were welcomed and made to feel at home in
their own field.

It is important to keep donkeys that know each other together -
especially during such a transition time. They need the support of
familiar company to adjust to new surroundings and routines.

Granny, Bakore, Ebony and Sebastian happy in their specially prepared field at our Sanctuary.

World Donkey Day

On the 8th of May we celebrate the stoic
spirit and long-standing contribution
to owners’ livelihoods, of these often

We recognised

) : this day with
misunderstood animals. several Facebook
Eseltjiesrus strives to make every day a posts that
“Donkey Day”. included “Did you

know?” personal
By subscribing to our ethos you become a information
Donkey Ambassador — you can be a voice for about donkeys
the voiceless. Contact us to get involved. submitted by our

guides and staff.

Promoting the welfare and status of donkeys through a culture of caring
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At the Sanctuary

Juanita Lourens, Donkey Care and Farm Manager reports:

All our donkeys and our one rescued mule (Duke) are well.

* In March our dental technician Roann Bruyns attended
to many of our donkeys and smoothed down sharp edges on
molar teeth to ensure comfortable chewing.

* Our farrier, Michael Mangali, visits regularly to keep all the
donkey hooves in good shape.

* We have procured - and have stored - sufficient baled feed to
see us through this coming winter season.

* The roof areas on some of our shelters have been extended to
give added protection against the elements for our herd.

* We have subdivided one of our largest fields and have built
another shelter with the funds raised by Climb4Hope.

This will enable us to rotate the smaller groups of donkeys,
giving them variation in their surroundings, which they enjoy.
It also allowed us to accommodate Bakore, Sebastian, Granny
and Ebony in their own field. These newest residents love
being near our established tribe of donkeys and there is much
happy communication between all of them on a regular basis.

Oumatjie who, before being rescued never had her teeth attended
to, now receives regular dental care. Here she is cared for by dental
technician Roann Bruyns with Randall Page (hidden) and Chriswill
Jordaan from the Sanctuary assisting.

Behind the scenes

Adonis Thompson (Oom Doon) and Katrina Swarts - field support & irrigation
Doon werk al agt jaar vir Eseltjiesrus en Katrina Swarts nou twee jaar by Eseltjiesrus

v

Sonder hulle sou ons standaarde van higi€éne en parasiet-
beheer in die kampe baie swak wees. Hulle tel twee dae in
die week donkie-mis in al die kampe op.

Dit behels ure in die wind en weer, herhaaldelik buk en dan
swaar sakke met mis op h sentrale punt bére om weggery
te word. Terwyl hulle tussen die kampe beweeg moet hulle
sorg dat geen hekke per ongeluk oopgelos word nie — die
donkies sou vinnig hul kans vat om rond te loop.

Die donkie-mis is gewild onder plaaslike wynboere en word
gebruik om die wynlande te bewerk. 'n Ekologiese sinergie
hier in ons vallei!

Ook skuif Doon elke dag die besproeiingslyne vir die aand
se besproeiing en skakel dan die pomp aan. Dit is ook swaar
werk en hy is ongelooflik fiks.

Albei van hulle is baie tevrede met hulle werk. Hulle sé die
mense is vriendelik en hulle hou daarvan om so tussen die
donkies te werk. Dis baie rustig en hulle dink gladnie dat
dit sulke harde werk is nie.

Doon and Katrina are responsible for picking up and removing donkey manure in all the fields. This is important hard
physical work and entails hours in wind and weather. They have to ensure that all gates are kept closed to prevent the
donkeys from going “walk-about”. Doon also moves drag-lines every evening for irrigation for the grazing. Both love
their work, and they enjoy the peacefulness of working around the donkeys.
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Buy books and donkey stuff from us

Our three-day Book Fair could not

take place last year due to lockdown
restrictions. At this time it is uncertain
when we can hold the event again. But

do not despair: we have re-calibrated and
the very same books that you would have
bought at the Book Fair, are on offer at
the Sanctuary all year round - with social
distancing and Covid regulations in place.

Our book displays in our Visitor Centre
are categorised and regularly updated, and
the prices are always at a budget level.

All income generated helps us to
care for our donkeys and they will
love you for it!

Visiting our donkeys is

We will be holding regular bargain
weekends. Watch our Facebook portal for
news on these opportunities to stock up on
quality reading matter of all genres, with
also coffee shop treats to indulge in while
you shop and visit the donkeys.

Our Donkey Shop sells unique items,
many hand made by

volunteers. We are expanding

our range: already there are

individual donkey fridge COMING SOON

magnets, keyrings, cards, Look out for our locally
soft toys and some beautiful produced white T-shirts
art-work. in Medium and XLarge.

educational and mutually enjoyable
We welcome groups by arrangement. Please contact
us and we will tailor your visit to our Sanctuary.

In the last few months we have hosted groups from the
AGS Kerk in Robertson, Breede River Hospice, and the

Brackenfell Alpha Leo Club.

We also recently had valuable on-site discussions with a
World Horse Welfare trainer, contributing ideas for their Thank you to the Brackenfell Alpha Leo Club, who brought a

workshops.

magnificent donation of books and related items when they visited.

Teaching compassion from an early age — adopt a donkey

For the past years the four Grade R classes at Little Bosch School, feeder to Rondebosch Preparatory School,

have each adopted a donkey at Eseltjiesrus.

Every child receives a picture card with ‘his’ donkey
and facts about donkeys. The learners, and their
teachers, receive regular news and are welcome to

visit and meet their donkey
at Eseltjiesrus.

We challenge other schools
to follow this example to
encourage compassion and
responsibility for these gentle
animals.

Contact us for more details
about this innovative teaching
aid.

Be considerate when visiting our Sanctuary for rescued donkeys

When we are very busy, the donkeys can suffer from “people overload” and we may suspend contact visits for a while.
We cannot guarantee entry into the fields, nor can we promise exactly when you might be able to interact with them.
Please understand that you are a visitor in their safe space.
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Consider a forever gift for donkeys

Times are tough for many of us. Thanks to stringent financial
management and good governance by our Board, Eseltjiesrus is
weathering the challenges of Covid and the financial implications
brought about by forced closure to visitors during hard lockdown.

You may not be able to support the Sanctuary right now, but please
consider the donkeys in your will by leaving a bequest to ensure
the functioning of Eseltjiesrus for donkeys’ years to come.

Eseltjiesrus is a registered NPO and PBO and donations and bequests can provide tax benefits.
Contact us via our website or email at info@donkeysanctuary.co.za for a bequest brochure and more information.

Did you get your Section 18A?

Our adopters and donors have been sent their Section 18A

Donkeys for Africa (DfA) is an initiative started by tax certificates by email.

Annemarie van Zijl (a co-founder of Eseltjiesrus) in 2017. Please contact us if you have not received your tax

DfA provides regular information and resource material for certificate.

donkey welfare practitioners throughout Africa via virtual There are a few donations whose origin we have not been
platforms. able to identify — one might be yours and you could lose

out on tax benefits.
Independently funded by The Donkey Sanctuary (UK)

DfA has contacts in 21 African countries and engages with
many international animal welfare organisations around the

world. You will hear from us again:

Have a look at: www.donkeysforafrica.org. Our next newsletter will reach you during August and
our latest donkey reports go to adopters in September.

Help donkeys with your MyPlanet card Please notify us of any contact detail changes (or

any queries you may have) at:

Using this card °
info@donkeysanctuary.co.za

benefits us on

a regular basis

without it costing you

anything. We are

listed as beneficiary:

Eseltjiesrus Donkey Sanctuary [11431].

We can also instantly issue you with such a card at our
Visitor Centre when you visit us.

If you have received this newsletter via post and

could possibly get it through email, please let us
know. That would be more reliable, cost-effective
and efficient for the Sanctuary.

Take care, everyone, and stay safe. Bly veilig, almal, en
volg al die Covid-reéls. Donkies het julle nodig.

You can donate or adopt by using the Zapper or
Snapscan codes below - and via our website: owns skakel graag wmet u L Afriha ans.

Dankie dat u omgee!

Please bookmark our website at
www.donkeysanctuary.co.za
and follow us on Facebook at

www.facebook.com/Eseltjiesrus-Donkey-Sanctuary

Email us at info@donkeysanctuary.co.za

BANK DETAILS: Eseltjiesrus Donkey Sanctuary * Standard Bank ¢ Branch Code 050413  Savings Account: 288244419
You can also pay by SnapScan or Zapper (see the codes above). Donations, adoptions, renewal of adoptions and wine orders can
be made via our website at www.donkeysanctuary.co.za through PayFast which accepts Credit/debit cards and instant EFTs.
Please identify your deposits so that we can thank you, record your details and issue Section 18A tax certificates.
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