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Much happened during 2021, with sad farewells to 
a few elderly donkeys and a warm welcome to new 
residents. We have coped admirably with enforced 
closures, restrictions and regulations due to Covid, and 
we faced the financial challenges that every charity 
knows so well. But at Eseltjiesrus we have the privilege 
of being custodians of those most remarkable animals – 
our humble donkeys.  

At last we feel we can plan some of our activities that 
were postponed due to Covid restrictions. Let’s believe 
that we will have a great Book Fair again this year!  You 
will be notified per email and social media.  

We also plan to present our Donkey Welfare workshops 
in different parts of the country in the second half of 
the year. Please let us know if you are interested in us 
visiting your area. The workshops are for people who 
own, work with or just love donkeys, as well as animal 
welfare workers such as SPCA and other organisations, 
vets, paravets, State Vets, CCS vets. These workshops 
offer great opportunities for expanding knowledge 
of donkey care while networking with like-minded 
individuals.  
In the past we have also put organisations that work 
near each other, in contact and some very positive 
collaboration resulted.

The year ahead
Donkeys are resilient – as is the Sanctuary

We were delighted to recently host our patron David Kramer at the Sanctuary. Our sincere thanks to David 
for being our Donkey Ambassador and endorsing our activities. Ons is trots op ons verbintenis, David!

follow David at www.davidkramer.co.za

David says “Howzit” to our donkeys

“Die Klein Karoo … 
Of ‘n Kannaland
Die son steek die 
Langeberge aan die 
brand...” from the song 
‘Montagu’ by David Kramer

mailto:info@donkeysanctuary.co.za


Behind the scenes:
The safety of our donkeys, staff and visitors is of extreme importance to us. Our staff undergo regular training 
in different aspects. Recently a refresher fire-fighting session was 
presented as part of Health and Safety training. 
We are also delighted that all our staff members are now 
vaccinated against Covid-19. 

Remember – to benefit for tax relief in this financial 
year, your donations should be cleared in our bank 
account (details at the end of this newsletter) by 
28th February.  
Thank you to everyone who has already 
donated, and to our regular contributors. 
This is just a reminder in case you want 
to “top up” your donation to show the 
Receiver of Revenue how compassionate 
you are.  

Please remember to use your name as reference and 
send us the details. We receive some regular donations 
that we cannot identify. Particular examples are NR7, 

BELLA, and a few names of which we have no 
details as well as some amounts just with the 
reference ”donation”.  
Please contact us if this refers to you. We 
would like to tidy up our records so that we can 
issue your tax certificates.

Additional tax relief

“Show the 
Receiver how 

compassionate 
you are...”

Health and Safety

Of course our donkeys know where to assemble in 
case of any emergencies...

 

Durren Hull 
demonstrating use of a 

fire extinguisher.

The Sanctuary has the proud facility of a veterinary 
scale generously donated by Uwe Scales. This 
enables us to monitor our donkeys’ body weights and to 
calculate appropriate dosages of medications.  

A huge hee haw of thanks to Uwe for this expensive 
piece of equine care equipment.

Weighing our donkeys keeps them in good shape

https://uwescales.co.za

Lady Rosé having a quick snack 
before her weigh-in...The scale was donated and fitted by UWE Scales.



 
Het jy geweet?

Events such as the Two Oceans Marathon, Cape Town 
Cycle Tour and many others offer fund-raising and 
awareness opportunities.  
 
Create your campaign on our GivenGain page and your 

friends can show their support by donating directly. In the process you will be 
motivated to excel in your event and they will become aware of our work. There 
is no minimum level of support expected. Please let us know if you want to join in 
this fun- and fund-raising activity.  
 
We will have representatives in the Cycle Tour again this year, and need a 
presence in the world of road running. Get your shoes on and hit the road for our 
donkeys. 
 
Visit www.givengain.com/c/eseltjiesrus/ or contact us to help you set up your campaign.

Eseltjiesrus is honoured to be part 
of Climb4Hope, a unique annual 
event in Montagu, arranged by an 
adopter of Alice, Tony Lourens and 

his team. The event is growing, with more 
participants and bigger sponsorship each year, which 
means larger donations to the three beneficiary 
charities.  
Eseltjiesrus received the wonderful sum of R34 000 
which will be used to rehabilitate our grazing, as the 
fields show fatigue after  8 years of constant use by 
our rescued donkeys. Huge appreciation to all who 
support this event.  
Even if you are not a hiker or climber, please consider 
sponsoring prizes or contributing financially.   
 
Visit https://climb4hopesa.co.za/ for details.

ŉ Muil is die produk van die kruising van ŉ donkiehings met ŉ perdemerrie. Suid-Afrika het in die 1860s 
duur donkies ingevoer om sterk muile mee te teel. Veral ondernemings soos De Beers was bekend vir 
die gebruik van muile in hulle diamantmyne.

There are many different ways of supporting our 
work. We truly appreciate the donations of services 
and goods that we receive from time to time. 
 
We cannot mention them all but a few examples are 
donations of the biodegradable items used in the 
coffee shop, donations of 
cleaning supplies, discounts or 
donations of services such as 
appliance repairs or emptying 
the conservancy tank on the 
farm, and donations of items for 
the Donkey Shop, made with 
love and care by crafters, not to 
forget the Herbes de Provence 
donated for sale in the Coffee 
Shop.  
Such kindness lifts our hearts. visit www.mcgregorhdp.co.za.

We hosted a visit from the Herberg Children’s 
Home in Robertson in December last year. After 
age-appropriate activities and meeting the donkeys, the 
group enjoyed a light lunch served by our Coffee Shop. 
 
Please contact us if you would like to bring a particular 
group for a visit – we tailor the experience to the needs 
of the group.  
 
The therapeutic effects of the tranquil environment and 
our intuitive donkeys are immeasurable.

Tranquil visits to our Sanctuary

Calling all our energetic supporters

CLIMBING MOUNTAINS FOR  
ESELTJIESRUS DONKEYS



BANK DETAILS: Eseltjiesrus Donkey Sanctuary • Standard Bank • Branch Code 050413 • Savings Account: 288244419 
You can also pay by SnapScan or Zapper (see the codes above). Donations, adoptions, renewal of adoptions and wine orders can 

be made via our website at www.donkeysanctuary.co.za through PayFast which accepts Credit/debit cards and instant EFTs.  
Please identify your deposits so that we can thank you, record your details and issue Section 18A tax certificates. 

Ons skakel graag met u in Afrikaans.   
Dankie dat u omgee! 

You will hear from us again:  

www.facebook.com/Eseltjiesrus-Donkey-Sanctuary

Please bookmark our website at  
www.donkeysanctuary.co.za  

and follow us on Facebook at 

Email us at info@donkeysanctuary.co.za

You will hear from us again: adopters will receive 
their donkey reports during March and the next 
Lang-Oor Nuus is due in May. Section 18A tax 
certificates are sent late in April.
Please let us know of any changes in your contact 
details, and let us know of friends who would like to 
receive our newsletters. Where possible we request 
that postal communications change to email, please. 
The postal service in McGregor is suspended and 
elsewhere can be unreliable. But we will always post 
information if that is what you prefer.We accept PayFast (via our website)  

Zapper & Snapscan  
along with traditional EFT, card and cash payments.

Over the last years communication has been handled 
by Annemarie, one of our founders. As the demands of 
advocacy, outreach and communication 
grow, this task will gradually be shared 
with our Visitor Centre Manager, 
Leonard Jordaan. Many of you know 
him or will meet Leonard at the 
Sanctuary. 

February is a short month but packed with tempting 
offers at the Sanctuary:
Treat your loved one (or yourself) during the Valentine’s 
weekend Thursday 10th to Sunday 13th February to our 
special quiche meal with a glass of wine or grape juice 
for R70. Complete your gesture of love with a flourish by 
adopting a donkey as a Valentine’s Day gift – this lasts 
much longer than perfume or chocolates! 
During the month we offer our Eseltjiesrus Colombar at 
R55 per bottle and Saggy Stone craft beer at R32 for 
500ml.
 

Finished reading 
your Festive 
Season gift 
books?  
Come and buy 5 
books from our 
wide selection 
and get the lowest 
priced one free.

Volunteers are always highly valued, 
not just for donkey care but in many 
other areas such as helping with our 
book sales, assisting with routine 
tasks such as manure pick-up, 
preparation of feed, tidying up the 
Visitor Centre and gardens. To get 
involved please send us your list of 
interests, skills and availability and we 
will contact you.

FEBRUARY

We need you

Communicating with our supporters

We are open to visitors Thursdays to Sundays from 10am till 
4pm. Please let us know in advance if your group numbers 
more than five people.  
We offer a relaxed, well ventilated and safe venue for meetings 
such as book clubs, church and special interest groups. We 
will compile bespoke refreshments to suit your group – contact 
us and make your next meeting a special caring one.

A bunch of eager ears as the daily 
grooming sessions get underway....

http://www.donkeysanctuary.co.za
https://www.donkeysanctuary.co.za

