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NVishing you a joyful and prosperous 2025!

Thank you for your unwavering support — it means the world to us and the donkeys.
Qere’s to another year of kindness and care.

Reflecting and Planning for Eseltjiesrus' Next Decade

Dear Eseltjiesrus Community,

As the newly elected Chairperson of the Board of Eseltjiesrus Donkey Sanctuary, |
am delighted to share an update on our journey to secure a brighter future for the
Sanctuary. This year, we embarked on a strategic planning process to shape the
next five to ten years. This critical session brought together Board members,
management, and - for the first time - staff representatives at our Sanctuary in
McGregor on Saturday 25 January. We aim to build a forward-thinking plan that
ensures long-term impact and sustainability by reflecting on local, national, and
global trends.

Eseltjiesrus is currently guided by its 2022-2026 Strategic Plan, which prioritises excellent donkey care, expanded outreach,
and impactful human-donkey interaction programmes. However, as we look ahead, we recognise the need to adapt to
emerging challenges and opportunities. Including staff representatives in this process signals a more collaborative and
inclusive approach to planning, fostering stronger connections within the Eseltjiesrus community.

Our planning process will be guided by international best practices for animal sanctuaries. Leading sanctuaries around the
globe emphasise the significance of preventative health programmes to lower long-term veterinary costs. They also develop
strong volunteer and educational initiatives, empowering local communities to advocate for animal welfare. Another vital
principle is achieving a balance between on-site care and outreach efforts, ensuring that the benefits of our expertise and
compassion reach beyond the confines of our Sanctuary.

We also draw on insights from the World Economic Forum, highlighting critical global trends such as climate change, resource
limitations, and shifting societal values. By integrating these broader insights with our local experience, we can design a
strategy that supports the donkeys in our care and addresses the broader welfare challenges that working donkeys across
South Africa face.

Our vision is to emerge from this process with a shared strategy that strengthens Eseltjiesrus’ legacy as a Sanctuary of
excellence. Whether by enhancing our facilities, improving sustainability practices, or deepening partnerships with like-minded
organisations, we are committed to uniting everyone - adopters, donors, volunteers, and staff - behind a shared vision of
progress and compassion.

As always, your support is the cornerstone of everything we do. Whether through adoptions, donations, or advocacy, you are
an essential part of our narrative. Thank you for standing by us as we embrace this exciting step forward. Together, we can
ensure that Eseltjiesrus remains a Sanctuary of hope and care for decades to come.

Warm regards,

9;:. Saimeels

Joe Samuels
Chairperson, Eseltjiesrus Donkey Sanctuary




Make a difference with a tax-deductible donation before

28 February 2025

Over the past two years we have continued to take into our care donkeys who needed a home. Our existing
herd consumes over 1,500 bales of feed each year and with vet, farrier and dental interventions we are able

to provide them with a forever home.

Your adoptions and donations provide our 30 donkeys and one mule at the Sanctuary with permanent refuge, care, and dignity.
As the end of the tax year approaches, this is the perfect opportunity to ensure your support counts. Donations need to be in
our bank account before 28 February 2025 to qualify for tax relief under Section 18A of the Income Tax Act and help
Eseltjiesrus continue its vital work. Important Reminder: SARS now requires additional details for Section 18A tax certificates. If
you haven't yet completed our relevant form, please contact us, and we will ensure your certificate is compliant.

Payments can be made by EFT or online through PayFast — see banking details in this newsletter.

On behalf of donkeys everywhere, thank you for your compassion and generosity!

rNews from our donkeys

Vytjie and Fienie recently joined our
senior group after a careful
introduction process. Initially, they
kept their distance, but with no drama,
and now they happily graze alongside
their new herd. Even our shy donkeys
- Blondie, Dowwe Dolla, and others -

Fienie
are making strides, showing that patience, daily
grooming, and attention truly pay off.

It's heartwarming when a donkey nudges back in for
more grooming, as if to say, Excuse me... you're not
done with me yet! Duke remains hesitant, but we're
considering a small round pen or safe workspace to help
him build trust.

= : Despite the relentless heat, the

& donkeys are adapting better than we
> are! Looking ahead, farrier care and
: 8 deworming are scheduled for
February.
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Het jy geweet?
Donkies het monokulére en binokulére visie, wat beteken dat hulle twee gesigsvelde gelyktydig het of met albei 0é op
dieselfde ding kan fokus. Donkies het blindekolle direk voor en agter hulle. Die manier hoe donkies se o€ sit stel hulle in
Ls’taat om al vier hul hoewe gelyktydig te kan sien. )
- N
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Boreholes can go wrong!

\
»

In the case of our main borehole we
| had to drill a new borehole next to

| the old one and fit a new pump and

motor.

The old borehole (over 20 years old) collapsed and there
was no way to save it although we tried! The cost of drilling
the new borehole was R55,000 plus R12,000 for a new
pump and motor. This borehole is now fully operational
again.

The second borehole we are still investigating. We pulled
out the 70 metres of piping to see what the matter was with
the motor or pump. Hopefully this may be a minor problem.
However if a new motor and/or pump is needed this will
cost us a further R12,000 for the equipment. During this
crisis time we had to bring in two water tankers with 11,000
litres each of water for the donkeys and humans to drink.
Unfortunately irrigation of the paddocks suffered to some
extent in the hot weather conditions that we have been
experiencing.

We are hoping to be fully back on track by early February.
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Promoting the welfare and status of donkeys through a culture of caring

Email: info@donkeysanctuary.co.za

Telephone: 023 625 1801

Website: www.donkeysanctuary.co.za

Patron: David Kramer

NPO: 056-575

PBO: 930028734



mailto:info@donkeysanctuary.co.za
https://www.donkeysanctuary.co.za/

Staff Changes

As we begin 2025 we do so with some significant staff changes. Two of our managers have resigned and we are
currently beginning the search for a new Executive Manager and a Donkey Care and Welfare Manager. These
posts will be advertised shortly and we invite you to let your contacts know about these two important positions at
the Sanctuary. Marais Button & Associates has been retained to manage this recruitment drive. Interested
candidates must send a motivation letter expressing their suitability for the role, and an updated CV with contact
information of three work-related referees to annelie@maraisbutton.co.za

As from November 2024, Annemarie van Zijl transitioned from her position as Manager: Communication, Outreach and
Advocacy, to a new role as Mentor and Ambassador for Eseltjiesrus reporting directly to Joe Samuels (Board Chairperson).
This will ensure a smooth hand-over of many operational duties, and enable Annemarie to continue to give attention to the
relationship with Onderstepoort Veterinary Faculty, as well as the international communication project ‘Donkeys for Africa’.
Please note that Annemarie’s email address has changed to annemarie@donkeysanctuary.co.za.

In the Interim the day-to-day management is being run by the Interim Management Team (known as EXCO) which comprises
Tony Saddington (Finance Manager and Chair of Exco), Leonard Jordaan (Visitor Centre Manager), Pieter Hull (Farm
Foreman) and Stan Davidoff (our newly appointed Donkey Care Officer).

,
Logos Christian School learns about Donkey Care

At Eseltjiesrus Donkey Sanctuary, we love welcoming visitors who want to
learn more about the wonderful world of donkeys. Recently, we had the
pleasure of hosting a group of enthusiastic students from Logos Christian
School, who spent the day discovering what it takes to care for these gentle
| animals.

Our team guided them through the essential aspects of donkey care, teaching them about proper feeding, grooming, and
general well-being. The children quickly learned that looking after a donkey isn’t just about providing food and shelter—it's
about understanding their unique needs, body language, and personalities.

They learned how each donkey has its own story and personality—some are playful and social, while others take time to
warm up to new faces. This helped them appreciate that, just like people, animals have emotions and individual needs.

One of the most important lessons of the day was understanding the

® importance of compassion and respect for all living beings. The students
saw firsthand how donkeys respond to kindness, and they left with a deeper
appreciation for responsible animal care. Many of them shared how they
would take these lessons home, ensuring that they treat all animals with
patience and love.

As the visit came to an end, it was clear that the experience had left a
lasting impression. The children departed with smiles, stories to tell, and a
newfound admiration for donkeys.

We love sharing our sanctuary with schools, community groups, and visitors who want to learn more about donkeys and
animal welfare. If your group would like to visit Eseltjiesrus Donkey Sanctuary for an educational and heartwarming
experience, please contact Leonard at visitors@donkeysanctuary.co.za to arrange a visit.

We look forward to welcoming more young minds and future animal advocates to our sanctuary!

\,

We look forward to presenting our guest lectures on the Welfare of Donkeys in South Africa, to the
third-year BVSc students at Onderstepoort Vet Faculty, early in February. It is a privilege to interact with
the bright, dedicated young people preparing for a career in helping animals to better lives.
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Upcoming 2025 Events
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Book Fair
Eseltjiesrus Donkey Sanctuary will host the popular annual Book Fair in Robertson later this year. (dates to be announced)
LWe look forward to welcoming you to the biggest three-day Book Fair in the Western Cape. )
(" D
AGM
You are warmly invited to our 18th AGM: The Sanctuary has a reputation for interesting, entertaining and fun-filled
AGMs. Each year we present the work of the past year through slides and words.
LBook the date now: Wednesday 13 August 2025 at 6pm via Zoom. )
4 ] N
Music for all
In September 2025 (final date to be announced) the Cape Town Philharmonic Orchestra returns to Robertson for this
memorable music concert. Come celebrate with us and watch out for details.
LTickets will be available from 1 August 2025. )
4 N\ [ ] ] D
Feed store news You will hear from us again
;I]'he.ﬁnatll plan§ are curr.en’.[ly V:Ith :hft E/lgg_cmaglty anld \'Q/Ae ar: Donkey reports will be sent to our adopters in March 2025.
oping fo receive permission fo start bul |_ng y eary , areh. The next Lang-Oor Nuus will reach you in May 2025.
LThanks to everyone who has supported this critical project. J\ )

Not sure what to get your significant other
Skip the cliché gifts and give something truly meaningful - adopt a

for Valentine’s Day?
donkey in your loved one's name!

At Eseltjiesrus Donkey Sanctuary, your adoption helps provide rescued donkeys with food, shelter, and care, while also
supporting our mission of compassion. Plus, your Valentine will receive a special adoption certificate and updates about their
new four-legged friend! Give a gift that lasts longer than chocolates and flowers - give the gift of love and kindness.

rWe accept PayFast (via our website) Pag[-ast

Zapper & Snapscan ADPO Comancy
along with traditional EFT, card and cash payments.

zapper

Snap here to pay

; \ <~ images:
(#*) SnapScan __
Scan here to pay g=:| Alink to our latest Annual Review
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- Ons skakel graag met u in Afrikaans.

R call: +27 (0)23 625 1801

@ Email: info@donkeysanctuary.co.za

=Fj Follow our Facebook account

See our Instagram account

@ View our YouTube channel
9 Find us on Google Maps for directions, reviews &

BANK DETAILS: Eseltjiesrus Donkey Sanctuary « Standard Bank * Branch Code 050413 « Savings Account: 288244419
You can also pay by SnapScan or Zapper (see the codes above). Donations, adoptions, renewal of adoptions and wine orders
can be made via our website at www.donkeysanctuary.co.za through PayFast which accepts credit/debit cards and instant EFTs.
Please identify your deposits so that we can thank you, record your details and issue Section 18A tax certificates.
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