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A happy and prosperous 2024 to all our supporters! Thank you for your continued commitment enabling 
us to provide the best lives to all the animals in our care.  
This involves dental checks, farrier visits, deworming sessions supervised by professionals, vaccinations, emergency vet 
visits, rehabilitating grazing fields, procuring enough dry, baled feed to last us through winter to ensure that none of our four-
hooved rescues ever have to worry about going hungry again… we are all partners in this.  
Whether you donate, adopt, shop, volunteer, or work here – together we are making this possible.  Let’s all meet the new 
year head-on and continue to make a difference in donkeys’ lives far and wide.

Sadly we lost one of our most 
long-standing residents, 
Donkey, in November 2023.  
 
Donkey and his mom Dinky 
arrived at Eseltjiesrus 
in 2008. Dinky passed 
on peacefully in 2015. 
Donkey became a 
healthy, handsome 
fellow, always 
ready for a photo 
opportunity. During 
the latter part of 2023 
he fought bravely 
against recurring 
health issues, under 
constant veterinary 
supervision. Each 
battle left his aging 
body a little frailer, 
but still strong enough 
to keep going with 
reasonable comfort.  
After yet another course of 
antibiotics ended in November 
and did not seem to make a 
significant difference, 

Donkey’s quality of life reached 
the point where the most humane 

and respectful decision was 
made to help him gently to his 

last resting place. He was 
surrounded by his paddock 
mates and carers who 
had been alongside him 
through this journey.  
We explored every 
possible avenue to help 
him through those last 
few months.  
 
Rest in Peace now… 
our brave heart with 
such a dignified 
spirit … it has been 
an honour being your 

carers. 

Thank you to all the 
supporters who have 

written to us with their 
condolences.

Outreach programmes are an important part of our mission: 
to promote the status and welfare of all donkeys. Eseltjiesrus 
is honoured to be asked to develop donkey modules for 
the students at the Onderstepoort veterinary faculty at the 
University of Pretoria.  
This will result in veterinarians and vet nurses graduating 
with a better understanding of donkeys and their needs. 

In addition, we are presenting two workshops on One Health, 
One Welfare: at Ashers Farm Sanctuary in Pretoria East on 
Wednesday 6 March, and in Oudtshoorn on Thursday 11 
April. Please contact info@donkeysanctuary.co.za if you wish 
to attend either of these. The workshops are open to all animal 
welfare workers and professionals and are accredited by the 
SA Veterinary Council for CPD points.

Go well old friend

Helping more donkeys

mailto:info@donkeysanctuary.co.za


Ons gebruik ongeveer 1,400 bale voer per jaar, om ons weiding aan te vul en ŉ gebalanseerde dieet te verseker. Voer is 
seisonaal beskikbaar en dan teen laer pryse, veral as ons groot maat kan bekom. Dit is hoekom ons beplande  

voer-skuur so belangrik is. Dit sal geld spaar en die ruimtes waar ons tans in die donkies se skuilings voer stoor, 
beskikbaar vir hulle maak.

We all know that things break and every property requires constant 
maintenance. All the more so at Eseltjiesrus, where we have 10ha 
land to manage to provide the best facilities for our donkeys, as 
well as the Visitor Centre for your comfort.

Johann Aucamp is our vitally important Maintenance Officer, busy 
on the farm daily.

Johann was born and grew up in Somerset West, near Cape Town. 
After completing his schooling and the two-year stint in the Army, 
Johann gained his legal qualification at Stellenbosch University. 
He practised law for several years until he decided on a change 
of lifestyle and focus. This led him and his wife Linda to move to 
McGregor.

Johann’s hobbies include fixing things, DIY and woodwork. He is 
also an avid stamp collector. What he enjoys most about being part 
of the Eseltjiesrus team are the ethos and values of the Sanctuary, 
as well as the work itself, being active in the open air and our 
beautiful surroundings.

We wish you a long and happy stay with us, Johann!

Executive Manager (Full-time post)
The Executive Manager needs to be a visionary leader 
with previous proven managerial experience in overseeing 
operations, human resources, finance, fundraising 
and communications, with a strong ability to delegate 
responsibilities and collaborate. Ultimately the Executive 
Manager will be driven by the desire to lead and strengthen 
the management team towards maximum efficiency, focusing 
on donkey care and welfare.

Donkey Care Officer (Part-time post)
The Donkey Care Officer plays a vital role in all tasks relating 
to the day-to-day well-being of all the equids in our care and 
ensures that a comfortable, healthy and safe environment is 
maintained at all times. The successful applicant will have 
traceable previous experience and hands-on skills in equine 
care; an absolute passion for equines and equine welfare; be 
self-motivated, have excellent communication skills and pay 
impeccable attention to detail, and be willing to work outside 
in all kinds of weather and after hours in case of emergencies.
Applications for both posts close 23 February 2024.
 
For more details and how to apply, email  
admin@donkeysanctuary.co.za
Skakel gerus met ons in Afrikaans.

Behind the scenes

Opportunities to join our team

Het jy geweet?  



Our team of cyclists is growing each year and in 2024 we will be pedaling for the 
donkeys’ much-needed Feed Store. 
• You can raise funds or donate through Eseltjiesrus’ official GivenGain page,  
   at www.givengain.com/campaign/raising-funds-for-a-donkey-feed-store-at-our-sanctuary  
• If you prefer to raise funds through your own network, please inform us and feel  
  free to do so. 
• The running total is reflected on the GivenGain platform, encouraging people to  
  add their contributions. 
• We issue Section 18A tax certificates for all contributions where we have the  
  contact details.
• Contact Carole at carolehambleton@gmail.com or info@donkeysanctuary.co.za  
  for help to publicise your campaign.  
 
Please send us pictures of yourself (on your bike perhaps) and let’s give the Feed 
Store a huge boost!

Help us to build a Feed Store large enough to store a year’s 
supply of bales for the hungry mouths that depend on us. Each 
donkey consumes an average of 1 bale per week – multiply 
that by 30 mouths and 52 weeks and you will see the need 
for a secure, hygienic space to store bales that we can buy in 
season, in bulk at lower prices.
Our thanks to Climb4Hope SA 
for the magnificent donation 
of R35,000 from their event in 
November 2023. This amount 
‘kick-started’ our Feed Store 
appeal. This was boosted by 
funds from donors, which is very 
much appreciated.

Die hoë gehalte van ons Eseltjiesrus-wyne is einde verlede 
jaar beklemtoon toe die Sauvignon Blanc van McGregor 
Kelder die Ultra Value Wine Challenge gewen het.
Hierdie wyn teen R65 per bottel is ‘n ideale herinnering aan 
jou besoek aan die donkies - terwyl elke druppel ons help om 
ons lang-ore te versorg. 
Kontak Leonard by visitors@donkeysanctuary.co.za vir 
bestellings per koerier.

Donkie wyn die beste

Sunday 10 March 2024

CYCLE for our DONKEYSCYCLE for our DONKEYS

Help us build a feed store



BANK DETAILS: Eseltjiesrus Donkey Sanctuary • Standard Bank • Branch Code 050413 • Savings Account: 288244419 
You can also pay by SnapScan or Zapper (see the codes above). Donations, adoptions, renewal of adoptions and wine orders 

can be made via our website at www.donkeysanctuary.co.za through PayFast which accepts credit/debit cards and instant EFTs.  
Please identify your deposits so that we can thank you, record your details and issue Section 18A tax certificates. 

You will hear from us again:  
The next Lang-Oor Nuus will reach you in May 2024.
Donkey Reports will reach the adopters during March.  
 
Before we know where we are the next round of school 
holidays and Public Holidays will be here:
We will be OPEN as usual from Thursdays to Sundays 
and also on Monday 1 April (Family Day) but will be 
CLOSED on Good Friday 29 March. The donkeys are 
excited about your next visit. Please contact us in advance 
if your group is bigger than five people.

Please let us know of any changes in your contact details, 
and inform us of friends who would like to receive 
our newsletters. Where possible we request that postal 
communications change to email, but we will post 
information if that is what you prefer.

We accept PayFast (via our website)  
Zapper & Snapscan  
along with traditional EFT, card and cash payments.

Find us on Google Maps

Call: +27 (0)23 625 1593 

View our YouTube channel: 
www.youtube.com/channel/UCRseHdhyztM6nOLSThl--hw

Instagram: www.instagram.com/eseltjiesrusdonkeysanctuary

Visit our website to securely donate, adopt a donkey or purchase 
our wine. Find out more about donkeys and use it to contact us:

Email: info@donkeysanctuary.co.za 
www.donkeysanctuary.co.za

Facebook: www.facebook.com/eseltjiesrus-donkey-sanctuary

You can help us to help donkeys by:  
DONATING • ADOPTING • VISITING & BUYING OUR 
BOOKS, OUR GIFTS & OUR WINE • VOLUNTEERING  

• PUTTING A DONKEY IN YOUR WILL

Ons skakel graag met u in Afrikaans.   

Reminder about your tax certificates
The Sanctuary issues Section 18A tax certificates for all 
contributions. As from 1 March 2023 SARS has changed the 
information that is required on your tax certificate. If you 
have not already sent us the form giving these details, please 
complete the form attached at the end of this newsletter and 
send it to adopt@donkeysanctuary.co.za . 
Thank you – your help now will expedite the issuing of tax 
certificates in April 2024.

The closing date to register contributions on the 2024 Section 
18A tax certificates is Thursday 29 February. If you want to 
top up your support or make a special donation, please ensure 
that your deposit is cleared and in our bank account before 
the end of 29 February. Every year we receive donations in 
our bank account that we are unable to identify as they don’t 
give traceable references. If your contributions are going 
unacknowledged, please contact adopt@donkeysanctuary.co.za 
and help us identify your kind support. 

Group visits – special events
Let us make your special day memorable and stress-
free. When you are planning an event in your life or 
the life of friends, family, and loved ones, consider 
the hospitality of Eseltjiesrus Donkey Sanctuary to 

create a customised experience for you and your guests. We 
accommodate events from birthdays to committee meetings 
or group functions. Spend your time in a peaceful setting 
with beautiful views. Please contact Leonard at visitors@
donkeysanctuary.co.za

Remember that our Book Shop at the Sanctuary always has a 
wide variety of books of all genres at low prices – especially 
our selection of brand-new children’s books currently selling 
at half the retail price.  

Thousands of new, rare and fresh pre-owned books at rock 
bottom prices.

New stock every day!
All proceeds to Eseltjiesrus Donkey Sanctuary, to support our 

rescued, elderly and destitute donkeys.
For more information contact Tony at 

bookfair@donkeysanctuary.co.za or at 023 625 1270.

Winter Book Fair 2024
Three days in late May 2024  
(dates to be confirmed)
Friday to Sunday 10am to 4pm  
(Sunday till 1pm)

at the McGregor Community Hall 
Voortrekker Street, McGregor

http://www.donkeysanctuary.co.za

