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Duke develops into a darling

Successful integration of a lonely mule into our herd

\

Duke sharing long cuddles with his special visitor, Mia.

“It must be lovely to work at Eseltjiesrus — brushing

and cuddling donkeys all day” a vistor to our Sanctuary
recently remarked. This is true - it is a privilege to be
custodians of the Sanctuary and our rescued donkeys. A
highlight is when one of our rescue animals changes their
behaviour and starts to trust humans.

Such is the case of our mule, Duke, rescued after standing
alone for many years as he was too dominant towards other
equids. We tried introducing him to some selected donkeys
at Eseltjiesrus but they were afraid of him. He didn’t have
the social skills to interact, rather like a poorly socialised
schoolboy who had turned into a bully.

Although mules are unable to reproduce, hormones were
part of Duke’s problem, causing stallion-like behaviour.

We had him gelded. Slowly he became calmer. A young
visitor bonded with him over the fence and we saw the most

touching interactions. We decided the time was right to
integrate him into one of our small herds. After some initial
posturing, everyone settled down. Duke bonded with another
loner, Kwagga, and could relax, rest and feel safe. Our joy is
indescribable.

* Duke is also featured in David Kramer’s music video
\‘Donkiehemel” . Watch it at: https://youtu.be/hIPVLD62YfY
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New friend Kwagga stands guard while Duke takes a rest.
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AT YOUR SANCTUARY

From Juanita: Donkey Care, Welfare and Farm Manager

The donkeys are coping well with the high summer
temperatures. As to be expected in a herd of 32, there have
been some niggles such as eye infections and hoof abscesses
but our competent vets and farriers attended to these. A few
of the donkeys are receiving a supplement to encourage better
hoof growth.

Intensive rehabilitation and upgrading of our grazing
continues, with the wonderful donation from Climb4Hope.
Compost, topsoil, kikuyu and subdivisions of some larger
fields, as well as intensive weeding. The effects are already
visible and the donkeys approve!

As a result of heavy demands on our borehole pumps during
the dry season, one of the pumps burnt out and cost R15 000
to repair. Fortunately, this happened in December when we
were blessed with 106mm of rainfall which made a great
difference to our irrigation.

We are buying over 1000 bales of suitable feed to see us
through the winter. Storage space remains a challenge.

Both of our vehicles had major services in December. Our
Bantam bakkie is showing its age and will have to be replaced
soon. We have been donated an old bakkie for use on the farm
but it needs some work to be made roadworthy. Our grateful
thanks to the donor.

Summer is a difficult season but despite the high temperatures
our staff members keep up their hard work to ensure that

the Sanctuary is clean, neat and safe for us, our visitors and
the donkeys. Throughout these searingly hot days they have
made sure that every donkey receives its daily care, attention
and affection. Without our wonderful team this would not be
possible — thank you, each one of you.

From Leonard: Visitor Centre Manager

We had a busy holiday period with many happy visitors and
good support from local McGregor residents.

A group from the Herberg Children’s Home in Robertson
visited us in December 2022 as part of their holiday program.
We are always delighted to host them.

In January 2023 we welcomed the Touwsrivier Primary
School’s Maths and Science Club. These visits focus on the
needs of animals and correct care. The children learn about
our work and about developing a culture of caring for both
animals and humans.

We welcome visits like these that enrich the minds of our
youth. To arrange such school or group visits, please contact
us at visitors@donkeysanctuary.co.za
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Touwsrivier Primary Scool learning about donkey care.

contacted at karen@yssel.za.com.

info@donkeysanctuary.co.za.

Six exceptional pieces of ceramic donkey art

Eseltjiesrus has been donated a unique set of six ceramic plates created by Karen Yssel.
Each plate depicts a donkey head with splashes of gold. Information about Karen’s work can
be found under her company name Shelf_29 on Facebook and Instagram, and Karen can be

To make us an offer for this unique collection, please contact us via email on




Donkeys in the limelight

Animal welfare, and particularly donkey welfare, can often go
unrecognised. Eseltjiesrus works alongside organisations with
similar goals to extend the impact of donkey welfare as widely
as possible. It was gratifying for Eseltjiesrus to receive much
positive media coverage over the recent months.

We were interviewed for a full-page article in the Sunday
Times newspaper and were pleased to see it included our
references to Cart Horse Protection Association, NSPCA,
Donkeys for Africa, The Donkey Sanctuary (UK) and the Pan
African Donkey Conference in Dar es Salaam.

Eseltjiesrus was featured in the online magazine Lalasini, the

University of Pretoria
Community Engagement
Newsletter, and the bi-
annual magazine published
by Africa Network for
Animal Welfare (ANAW)
carried our article ‘Donkey
Heaven in South Africa’.

Please contact us if you would like us to send you copies of
these articles.

Did you know that the Receiver of Revenue rewards you for giving a
donkey adoption as a Valentine’s Day gift, or at any other time?

How to benefit during this tax year

If you are considering a financial contribution to our work,
either as a donation, renewal of an adoption or a top-up of
your support, please remember that your donations should
be in our bank account by the 28th of February 2023 to
benefit in the current tax year. Bank details appear at the
end of this newsletter. Please remember to include your
contact details with proof of payment to ensure that your
Section 18A tax certificate is accurately compiled.

To everyone who has contributed to our work over the
past years: a huge, hairy hug from the donkeys and a very
warm thank you for your compassion. To those of you
whose circumstances have changed, making it difficult to
maintain your support — we fully understand and you will

alway remain our Donkey Friends.

Be a forever Valentine this year
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Mapping donkey welfare

We are helping researchers to

gather information on the

organisations and people

involved in donkey welfare.

Please help them to complete

the picture by sharing any

such information you may

have, by filling in a short

survey using the link:
https://forms.gle/BOWAw3mpbZkDoaBZA

Have fun, keep fit and help donkeys

It is possible to do all

these at the same time.

Consider setting up

a campaign to raise

funds for Eseltjiesrus

while you participate in

your favourite sport. It

need not be an official

event: you could

create your own target

and your friends can

encourage and reward

you by donating to the

Sanctuary via our GivenGain platform. Or it could be linked
to your participation in an event like the Cape Town Cycle
Tour, Comrades Marathon or any other event in our beautiful
country (or elsewhere).

Our donkeys are not very good

at balancing on two wheels

so they invite you to cycle

on their behalf in the Cape

Town Cycle Tour. We will help

you create your campaign on

GivenGain and your friends show their support by donating to
our work. Tax certificates will be issued to all donors.

In past years cyclists have raised significant amounts for
Eseltjiesrus and given us great publicity.

For a Valentine’s Day gift for your loved one (anonymously if you prefer)

that will last all year long: Adopt a donkey via

www.donkeysanctuary.co.zalhow-you-can-help then choose the amount
you want to contribute and we will do the rest. A personalised gift set of
adoption documents will reach your Valentine on the date you specify,

with or without your name as identification.

Het jy geweet?
Die geluid wat donkies maak, is uniek deurdat hulle vokaliseer beide met die in- en uit-asem. Dit lyk na harde werk omdat die
ribbes se beweging lugvloei bewerkstellig. Die “hee” ontstaan tydens die inasem en die “haw” met die uitasem van lug.
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OUR AGM MINUTES

The minutes of the 2022 AGM are on our website at
www.donkeysanctuary.co.za/about-eseltjiesrus-donkey-
sanctuary/a-donkey-sanctuary/how-we-operate/agm

Life at Eseltjiesrus involves many diverse activities — not just
donkey matters but also working in the Visitor Centre, in our
Donkey and Book Shops, receiving visitors and many admin
and maintenance tasks. If you would like to be a part of our
family, please contact us at info@donkeysanctuary.co.za and
let’s chat about how you can help.

-
We accept PayFast (via our website)

Zapper & Snapscan

along with traditional EFT, card and cash payments.

Our quick contact list:
& Call: +27 (0)23 625 1593
<] Email: info@donkeysanctuary.co.za

| Link to our Annual Review:
www.donkeysanctuary.co.zalresources/review.pdf

Our website to adopt, donate & to purchase our wine.
www.donkeysanctuary.co.za

Information about donkeys & our research library:
www.donkeysforafrica.org

&) Follow our Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/eseltjiesrusdonkeysanctuary/

Join our Instagram at:
www.instagram.com/eseltjiesrusdonkeysanctuary/

o) View and subscribe to our YouTube channel:
www.youtube.com/channel/UCRseHdhyztM6nOLSThi--hw

@ Find us on Google Maps for directions, reviews & images:
www.google.com/maps/place/Eseltjiesrus+Donkey+Sanctuary/

EDS - A UNIQUE MEETING PLACE

We offer a relaxed venue for meetings such as Book Clubs,
social clubs, committee meetings, church groups, birthday
celebrations, and special interest groups. We will compile a
personalised offering of refreshments to suit your group —
contact visitors@donkeysanctuary.co.za and make your next
event unique.

Easter opening times
We are open as always from Thursdays to Sundays,
except on Good Friday 7th April when we will be
closed. But we will be open on Monday 10th April -
Family Day, as that falls in the school holidays.

You will hear from us again:

Adopters will receive their donkey reports during March
and the next Lang-Oor Nuus is due in May. Section 18A
tax certificates will be sent late in April.

We welcome visitors from Thursdays to Sundays between
10am and 4pm. Our Coffee Shop, Donkey Shop and book
sales operate at these same times. Please let us know in
advance if your group numbers more than 5 people. Dogs
on leads are very welcome.

Please let us know of any changes in your contact details,
and inform us of friends who would like to receive

our newsletters. Where possible we request that postal
communications change to email, but we will post
information if that is what you prefer.

Owns skakel grang met u in Afrikaans.

Find us on Google Maps

www.donkeysanctuary.co.za

Follow us on Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/Eseltjiesrus-Donkey-Sanctuary
Email us at info@donkeysanctuary.co.za

BANK DETAILS: Eseltjiesrus Donkey Sanctuary  Standard Bank * Branch Code 050413 « Savings Account: 288244419
You can also pay by SnapScan or Zapper (see the codes above). Donations, adoptions, renewal of adoptions and wine orders can
be made via our website at www.donkeysanctuary.co.za through PayFast which accepts Credit/debit cards and instant EFTs.
Please identify your deposits so that we can thank you, record your details and issue Section 18A tax certificates.
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