Eseltjiesrus Donkey Sanctuary

A culture of caring since 2007
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From the Sanctuary

Thank you and farewell dear Amy

Caring for our rescued donkeys is always a privilege,
eventually tinged with sorrow at the time when they
need us the most. We sadly gave sweet Amy peaceful
closure to her life at the end of last year.

Juanita Lourens, our Donkey Care Manager, wrote: “It
was hard to say goodbye and you were so brave right
up till the very end, but we know we did right by you
when we heard that you were actually so much more
ill than you let on, in true donkey style, so stoic and
brave. You earned your angel wings long before you
left your earthly home. R.I.P now Amy ... dearly loved.”

Thank you to all who supported Amy during the nine
years she spent with us. She lives on in the hearts and
memories of countless people.

Did you know?

Amy was rescued '} .y Working donkeys might deal with much

in 2010. She E more pain than their owners realise. Hardy
was a gentle . | . ls. donk don’t t f
donkey arid ol _ animals, donkeys don’t appear to suffer

but often they mask their pain as a form of
protection from predators.
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We welcome Oumatjie

“Little Granny” joins our herd

Concerned visitors alerted us to an  activities at Eseltjiesrus and

elderly, neglected donkey kept in is already very affectionate to
unsuitable conditions. visitors.

The owner signed her over to Once we know each other better
us and Oumatjie (“little granny”) she may become available for your

arrived, was examined by our vet, adoption support.

had hooves trimmed by our farrier,

was dewormed and then slowly May your stay here be long and
introduced to our resident donkeys. happy, old lady.

She is over 20 years _old, enjoys Our latest rescue, Oumatjie,
the company and variety of with volunteer carer, Johan Nel.
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OUR WINTER BOOK FAIR

DIARISE THE DATES: IN MCGREGOR FROM
FRIDAY 22N° TO SUNDAY 24™ MAY.

We have better than ever fiction, nonfiction, children’s
books, a huge variety of Afrikaans books and our ever
popular Special Collection. Credit card facilities will be
available. Every book sold helps the Sanctuary in its
work: to promote the welfare and status of donkeys.

Why not make a weekend of it and book accommodation
to enjoy our magical village?

We need volunteers to help pack out books on Thursday
21t May (you get first chance to buy), also for duties -
during the actual 3 days (shifts of about 3 hours) and NI e

Packing up on 25" May. Please F;o.ntact The annual book fair is considered the largest event of its kind
info@donkeysanctuary.co.za to join our support team. in the Western Cape. All proceeds go towards the donkeys.

( Behind the scenes

Volunteers who help take care of our donkeys
— and get much in return.

Johan Nel (image on front page), Cindy Lange and
Eveline Hull have been trained in donkey care and
related tasks that help us at the Sanctuary.

They work with our Donkey Care staff to brush, clean
eyes and hooves, feed, pick up manure, clean water
troughs and generally assist with projects. Eveline
commented that she has been trained very well, Cindy
says “Connecting with a donkey has been like food

for my soul” and Johan has always loved animals and
enjoys the tranquillity created by the donkeys.

We welcome volunteers and if you are fit and can offer
at least two mornings per month, please contact info@

donkeysanctuary.co.za to discuss your training and “Caring for these gentle creatures is rewarding for the soul”
joining our team of volunteers. say Cindy Lange (left) and Eveline Hull.

Ways to hel P donkeys People often ask “what can | do to help donkeys?”

“come and visit

* Consider leaving a bequest which may be for any portlon of
i your estate. We can assist you with this process.
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Developments

Preparing fields for future grazing

With a professional farm manager in charge of our
farm, Juanita Lourens, we rotate the use of our grazing
fields and after six years we need to rehabilitate them.
One field at a time has the soil improved, with a mix of
suitable grazing planted, fertilised and irrigated.The soil
is analysed by agricultural professionals and natural
nutrients are added into the soil if necessary.These are
some of the hidden costs in giving the best quality of
care to our herd.

Your support ensures that we manage a sustainable
sanctuary for these donkeys who get to live out their
twilight years with us.

Opleidings-geleenthede

Ons bevorder donkie-welsyn deur ons aanbiedinge
wat deur die SA Veterinary Council erken word. Van-
jaar kan ons na die noordelike dele van die land reis,
asook na die Wes-kus. Kontak ons gerus as jy voor-
stelle het oor waar ons kursusse kan aanbied.

Sharing knowledge

Leonard Jordaan,
our longest-
serving Guide at
the Sanctuary,

is attending an
Equine Welfare
Practitioners’
course presented
by our friends, Cart
Horse Protection
Association.
Leonard is sharing
his knowledge with
the management
and staff of Eseltjiesrus and this information will
be implemented in our donkey welfare and at our
workshops.

The donkeys love watching any activity. The tractor gave
them hours of amusement as it ploughed next to them.
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Welfare queries

We regularly get asked for guidance on donkey matters
and love being of assistance. Some recent topics
included fly control (an ongoing challenge), request from
a Government Department on designing a livestock
industry plan (we are in contact with them), training and
correct use of harnessing, hoof problems, and a foster
home wanting donkeys to care for.

Join us in Cape Town in March

ON MONDAY, MARCH 16™ AT 10H00 we will be in
Rosebank, Cape Town to share with the South African
Association of Retired Persons (SAARP) the work of
Eseltjiesrus. Visitors are most welcome. Please email
info@donkeysanctuary.co.za if you would like to attend.
Let’s fill the hall!

Environmental co-operation

Eseltjiesrus has an excellent relationship with Tanagra
Wine & Guestfarm, our neighbours. We purchase lucern
from them and, a few weeks later, they buy donkey
manure from us for their farm.

This is sustainable environmental farming in action.

Het jy geweet?

Donkies kan reserwes vet in hul nekke en sye en om hulle inwendige organe opbou. Dit is
lewensgevaarlik en baie moeilik om van ontslae te raak. Dit word veroorsaak deur voer wat
hoog is in koolhidrate. Donkies benodig veselagtige voer.

Eseltjiesrus is afhanklik van jou donasies

Eseltjiesrus is afhanklik van donasies van donkie-
liefhebbers. Ons reik 18A belasting-sertifikate uit en
as ons jou bydrae voor 29 Februarie ontvang, kan jy
vanjaar nog voordeel hieruit trek. Stuur asb jou naam

en adres saam met jou bewys van betaling. Sommige
bydraes kon ons nognie identifiseer nie: as jy nie die
belastingsertifikaat of erkenning van betaling ontvang
het nie - kontak ons asseblief. Dankie dat jy omgee!
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Visit our donkeys and relax at our Bistro

We are open from Thursdays to Sundays from 10am till
4pm. Please proceed to the Visitors’ Centre on arrival
where our Guides will receive you.

We will be closed on Good Friday, 10" April and
Family Day/Easter Monday, 13t April but open on
Saturday 11" April and on Easter Sunday 12™ April.

We appreciate advance bookings for large families or

groups. (Just call us on 023 625 1593) During very hot
weather and very busy days, field visits to the donkeys
are curtailed, for their comfort and yours. Our donkeys
also enjoy a lunch break and then visits into the fields
are suspended for a while. During this time you may
watch them feeding or relax in our Bistro which offers
refreshments and light meals to suit all tastes. Extend
your visit to the donkeys by relaxing on our stoep with
this lovely view, coupled with a glass of Eseltjiesrus wine
or craft beer.

7.« You are welcome at Eseltjiesrus

A Valentine’s gift of true love

Adopt a donkey as a Valentine gift and share the
progress of your chosen donkey through six-monthly
reports, quarterly newsletters, a certificate and photo.
Any level of support is valued and you receive a tax
rebate. Much more meaningful and longer lasting than
chocolates or roses.

Go to https://www.donkeysanctuary.co.za/how-you-can-
help, choose a donkey and we will do the rest.

Eseltjiesrus wine is
another unusual gift and a great
talking point around a dinner
table. Limited stocks bottled
by Rooiberg are still available:
https://www.donkeysanctuary.
co.za/how-you-can-help gives
you all the details. Special
prices are available at the
Sanctuary.

You will hear from us again: our next newsletter will reach you during May 2020 and your updated
donkey reports in March 2020. Did you notice? We have simplified our name to Langoor Nuus (Afrikaans
for “Long-eared News”). Please let us know how you feel about this at info@donkeysanctuary.co.za .

We would also like to know of any contact detail changes and if it suits you to receive the newsletter as an email

attachment. Your preferences are important to us.
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zapper

Snap here to pay

Visit our website at
www.donkeysanctuary.co.za and follow
us on Facebook

n |Eseltjiesrus-Donkey-Sanctuary

Thank you from donkeys everywhere
- we speak for them all.

owns skakel graag wmet u tn Afrikaans.
pankie dat jy omgee!

BANK DETAILS: Eseltjiesrus Donkey Sanctuary * Standard Bank * Branch Code 050413 ¢ Savings Account: 288244419
You can also pay by SnapScan or Zapper (see the codes above). Donations, adoptions, renewal of adoptions and wine orders can
be made via our website at www.donkeysanctuary.co.za through PayFast which accepts Credit/debit cards and instant EFTs.
Please identify your deposits so that we can thank you, record your details and issue Section 18A tax certificates.
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