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The donkeys are all well and coping with the colder 
weather, having grown thicker winter coats.  
 
Regular farrier visits keep the hooves trimmed and 
our feed supplies for winter are adequate. 

Our herds are made up of a large group of long-time 
residents, a geriatric group and a few smaller family 
groups. This creates pressure on our grazing areas, 
with little opportunity to rest fields.  
 

We have slowly started integrating some of the 
members of smaller groups into the main herd. 
There is always some excitement when new 
donkeys are introduced into a herd and this is 
monitored very carefully. The mental and physical 
well-being of every donkey is paramount, as well as 
practical matters such as different feeding routines, 
age related behaviours, etc. 
Rehabilitation of grazing is being done in stages, 
enabled by the generous donation from Climb4Hope.

We received two groups from the local Breede Centre 
holiday activity programmes. They learned about the 
Sanctuary and good animal care, went on a quiet 
walk around the dam, met the donkeys, and enjoyed 
milkshakes as a treat. 

The Herberg Children’s Home in Robertson again 
brought a group in the school holidays. These children 
have limited contact with animals and the experience 
at Eseltjiesrus is valuable, creating knowledge of good 
animal welfare as well as compassion.

In all the above cases, specific donkeys were asked to 
act as models for good care procedures and particularly 
Lady Rosé and Ziggy were very obliging and loved the 
attention.

Younger groups from Besige Bytjies and Vrolike Vinkies 
Pre-Schools also visited, met the donkeys and learned 
about respect for animals.

We welcome group visits of all ages and interests and 
will tailor the programme and refreshments to their 
specific needs.  
• Eseltjiesrus is a perfect venue for meetings of 
committees, Book Clubs, church groups, hobby or 
special interest groups. Why not hold your next family 
reunion in our tranquil surroundings?  
Contact Leonard at visitors@donkeysanctuary.co.za to 
discuss your requirements.

Warm winter welfare

Residents soaking up the 
winter sun at their forever 

retirement home.

A culture of caring: Engaging our youth is an essential part of what we do

At the Sanctuary:
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Behind the scenes:
The Coffee Shop in the Visitor Centre is a facility to enhance your time at the Sanctuary. It offers a quiet 
place to rest, refresh, and enjoy our home-made fare, while you learn more about our work from our 
video presentation and brochures. 

The fund is used to provide veterinary care to needy 
donkeys, not covered by the normal operational budget 
of the Sanctuary. To date is has helped foster donkeys 
to benefit from intensive hoof and health interventions. 
Later this year it will support a gelding drive for 
donkeys in a very poor rural community.

Please consider making a contribution to this fund. 
You will be helping a donkey that needs veterinary 
treatment but is not lucky enough to be resident at the 
Sanctuary. Identify your donation with your name and 
NB Fund and send us your details so that we can issue 
your tax certificate. 

Our Book Fair during June was a resounding success, thanks to 
the wonderful support of all of you who purchased books and all our 
volunteers and staff who worked so hard to make this a success. 
Final reconciliation of finances is still under way but the income was the 
third highest ever during the 16 years of Book Sales. 
 
Remember that an excellent range of quality books is available year round 
at our book shop in the Visitor Centre at the Sanctuary.  
Looking for a particular title? Email us and we will see if we can help.

Wonderful support for our Book Fair

Lizelle Melooi, Eveline Hull & Britney Arendorf will welcome you with their lovely smiles.

The Nico Benadé Fund

Three day event sells 1000’s of books for our donkeys



We warmly invite you to participate in our AGM via 
Zoom or via an email option. Hear what you have helped 
Eseltjiesrus to achieve this past year. 

The meeting is open to the public. All current adopters, 
donors and volunteers are automatically members of 
Eseltjiesrus Donkey Sanctuary and are therefore eligible 
to vote at our AGM. 

If a member is unable to attend the AGM you may 
appoint the Chairperson of the AGM to vote on your 
behalf via proxy.

AGM Agenda
1. Welcome 
2. Minutes of last meeting of 17 August 2021 (available  
    on our website)
3.The work of the Sanctuary
4. Annual Financial Statements (available on our  
    website)
5. Appointment of auditors
6. Changes to the Constitution (as below and we will   
    also send you the proposed changes)
7. Election of the Board of Eseltjiesrus Donkey  
    Sanctuary
8. Any other business and closure 

Changes to the constitution of Eseltjiesrus Donkey 
Sanctuary.  
The following changes are proposed by the Board of the 
Sanctuary for acceptance at the AGM: Add the following 
new sections 3.4 to 3.7. These are required by the Tax 
Exemption Unit of SARS:
3.4 The organisation will not be a party to and will 
not knowingly permit itself to be used as part of any 
transaction, operation or scheme of which the sole 
or main purpose is the reduction, postponement or 
avoidance of liability for any tax, duty or levy which, but 
for such transaction, operation or scheme, would have 
been or would have become payable by any person 
under the Act or any other Act administered by the 
Commissioner for the South African Revenue Services 
as designated under the Act.
3.5 No resources of the organisation will be used, 
directly or indirectly, to support, advance or oppose any 
political party. 

3.6 The organisation will comply with any reporting 
requirements as may be determined by the 
Commissioner for the South African Revenue Services. 
3.7 All public benefit activities carried on by the 
organisation will be for the benefit of, or widely 
accessible to, the general public at large, including 
any sector thereof, and not for the benefit of small and 
exclusive groups. 

Election of the Board 
Board members serve for three years and each year the 
term of office for some of them ends. This coming year 
there are two vacant positions on the Board. We invite 
anyone interested in standing for the Board to contact us 
by 1st August 2022. 

To take part in our AGM, please send your full name 
and email address to admin@donkeysanctuary.co.za  
by Monday 1st August 2022, indicating whether you will 
participate via Zoom or email. We will then send you 
the necessary information and documents. Please also 
send us any apologies and tell us if you would like the 
Chairperson to act as a proxy on your behalf.
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any 
further questions. Thank you for caring and taking an 
interest in donkey welfare.

 
Het jy geweet?

Ons ontvang amper daagliks versoeke vir inligting oor korrekte versorging van donkies en om hulp te vra 
vir donkies in nood in alle dele van die land. Ons adviseer waar ons kan en sit graag mense in kontak met 
organisasies naby hulle. Tans korrespondeer ons met ŉ organisasie in Deben – wat in ŉ driehoek is gevorm deur 
Hotazel, Kathu en Kuruman – voorwaar verafgeleë en met min ondersteunings-meganismes vir donkie-welsyn.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Our Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
will be held via Zoom at 6pm on 
Wednesday 10th August 2022.

Our Annual Review 
Our Annual Review for the 
2022 financial year is available 
as an interactive pdf file at the 
link below.
It highlights the work we have 
been able to do with your kind 
support.  
If you would like a printed copy, 
we will happily send you one to 
your postal address. Just give 
us a call at 023 625 1593.  

https://donkeysanctuary.co.za/resources/review.pdf

mailto:admin@donkeysanctuary.co.za
https://donkeysanctuary.co.za/resources/review.pdf


BANK DETAILS: Eseltjiesrus Donkey Sanctuary • Standard Bank • Branch Code 050413 • Savings Account: 288244419 
You can also pay by SnapScan or Zapper (see the codes above). Donations, adoptions, renewal of adoptions and wine orders can 

be made via our website at www.donkeysanctuary.co.za through PayFast which accepts Credit/debit cards and instant EFTs.  
Please identify your deposits so that we can thank you, record your details and issue Section 18A tax certificates. 

Ons skakel graag met u in Afrikaans.   

You will hear from us again:  

www.facebook.com/Eseltjiesrus-Donkey-Sanctuary

www.donkeysanctuary.co.za  
Follow us on Facebook at: 

Email us at info@donkeysanctuary.co.za

Adopters will receive reports on their special 
donkeys during September and the next Lang-Oor 
Nuus will be sent early in November.

Let us know of any changes in your contact details, 
and of any friends who would like to receive our 
newsletters. 

We accept PayFast (via our website)  
Zapper & Snapscan  
along with traditional EFT, card and cash payments.

Watch, subscribe, like and share

Find us on Google Maps

Wondering what gift to send to 
loved ones overseas – what 
size, style and colour will be 
appreciated after not seeing 
them for years? Will Johnny or 
Sarah already have one of your 
chosen gifts, or have outgrown 
their interest in what you 
choose? Will the courier costs 
be crippling? 
Never fear - support our work 
and spread some joy by 
adopting a donkey as a gift for 
a loved one. You and the gift 
recipient receive six-monthly 
updates on the chosen donkey as well as a certificate, 
picture and history of the donkey, together with our 
newsletters.  
Choose the amount you want to contribute, monthly, 
once-off or irregularly, go on-line to: 
https://www.donkeysanctuary.co.za/how-you-can-help  
and we will do the rest. All documents are sent to you 
and the gift recipient so you share in the gift, and you 
additionally receive a Section 18A tax certificate. 

Our patron, South African 
music legend, David 
Kramer, has written and 
produced ‘Donkiehemel’ for 
Eseltjiesrus and donkeys 
everywhere. Sing along 
to this music video with 

English subtitles and share it with your friends. The link 
is above and also on the home page of our website.

https://youtu.be/hlPVLD62YfY

Donkeys for Africa is 
an independently funded 
communication portal, and 
was established in 2017 by 
Eseltjiesrus.  
The latest newsletter, available at  
www.donkeysforafrica.org  
 - highlights the findings by  
The Donkey Sanctuary (UK) 
exposing the illegal trafficking 
of donkey skins alongside 
endangered wildlife parts such as rhino horns.  
 
Awareness of this threat to the future of millions of 
donkeys and their owners who depend on them for 
survival, is critical in promoting advocacy for donkey and 
human welfare.  

Besides donkey 
cuddles we are 
also famous for our 
cheesecake and 
milkshakes. 
In winter our home-
made chicken pies are 
a favourite. Enjoy with 
a craft beer or some of 
our Eseltjiesrus wine. 

Come for a cuddle and cheesecake

Adopt a donkey  
        – the ideal gift

Buy a cuddly knitted donkey at our Donkey Shop. We are open 
to the public Thursdays to Sundays, 10am to 4pm.

DONKEYS BUTCHERED BY GLOBAL CRIME
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